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Strength in Weakness 
By. Philip E. Howard 


ORD, when my strength is weakness hitherto 
L unknown, 

When thought and deed are overborne with fear; 
Lord, in Thy loving mercy be Tou near 

When footsteps falteriand I cannot walk alone, 


My child, I know thy need, and I am ever near, 
Thy weakness I provided for the hour, 
When perfected in weakness, then My power 
Would steady faltering steps and banish all thy fear. 


Lord, let me welcome weakness since it comes from 
Thee; . 
I would not know the strength that comes of pride, 
Be Thou my strength though weakness still abide, 
Since thus by grace Thy strength is perfected in me. 






Religious Liberty in Italy 

“They of Italy salute you” (Heb. 13:24). And 
they have reason for sending their greetings with great 
joy to fellow-Christians throughout the world. For 
Premier Mussolini has presented to Parliament in a 
three-hour speech a new law which was adopted almost 
unanimously, and which gives complete religious lib- 
erty to Protestants in Italy. Stefano L. Testa, the 
Italian Secretary in New York of the American- 
European Fellowship, calls upon the Lord’s people 
to rejoice that a new day has arisen for the spreading 
of evangelical religion in the very center of Roman 
Catholicism. It had been feared, when the Italo-Vati- 
can Concordat was signed by Mussolini and Cardinal 
Gasparri last February, that Protestant churches would 
be suppressed and,the Roman Catholic would be the 
only Church in the kingdom. The new law gives 
both Protestants and Jews legal standing and com- 
plete religious liberty, their churches being admitted 
and protected by the State, which is much more than 
‘they had dared to hope for. Mr. Testa believes that 
this is God’s own work, and that He has intervened 
to save the “little flock” from being scattered: Among 
the thirteen articles of the new law are provisions 
guaranteeing to all citizens religious liberty and the 
right of religious discussions; State protection of non- 
Catholic cults; the legality of marriages performed by 
Protestant ministers and Jewish rabbis; and no relig- 


ion to be forced on children -in the public schools. There 
will ‘be courses. of religious. instruction. <i = public 






vimtwthe= 
ir ¢ en dre-te be insttucted, or ask to be re- 
leased: from: any religious. i ion. . The ~ Catholic 

sin Italy are said -to -be ‘in consternation, but - 
ascisti’ and government ‘papers have all risen in de- 
fense of Protestants andthe new law. The American- 


European Feltov -is partly responsible for the mis- 
sionaries crake Prebeditod pe apa Italy, and hopes 
for a large extension of evangelistic work there since - 
this déor “uinder .God’s providence, been thrown 
wide open, ifts to the work may be sent to the 
American-European Fellowship, 155 Fifth Avenue, 
New York City, marked “For the work in Italy.” 


How Do We Face Suffering? 


Affliction does not always indicate sin in the life. 
Many Christians whose lives are fully yielded to the 
Lord are suffering physical or metital pain. It is often 
hard to understand why some should stiffer as they do, 
but God sometimes allows it as a trial of Yaith (1 Pet. 
1:6, 7), or to catise us to find our joy and peace in him 
alone. Satan seeks to destroy the value of testing 


times by leading the sufferer to believe that they are 


always brought on by his own mistalfes and sins. 
As the suffering continues and this thought takes pos- 
session of the mind, discouragement is likely to be the 
result. Job passed throu~h such an experience. Bildad 
said to him (Job 8:5, 6): “If thou weuldest seek 
unto God betimes, and make thy supplication to the 
Almighty; if thou wert pure and upright; surely 
now he would awake for thee, and make the habitation 
of thy righteousness prosperous.” This reasoning was 
not sound, for God himself called Job, “a perfect and 
an upright man, one that feareth God, and escheweth 
evil” (Job 1:8). So let us not be discouraged by 
continued trials. If we have sincerely. confessed all 
known sin in our life and are fully yielded to the 
Lord, let us trust him to work out his will for us, 


% 


remembering 1 Peter 1: 7, “That the trial of your faith, 


* being much more>precious than of gold that perisheth, 


though it: be. tried. with. fire; might be found unto 
praise. and honour and-glory at the appearing of Jesus . 
Christ.” 
as 

Christian Sure-footedness 

Sure-footedness is of prime importance in a dan- 
gerous place. The Christian life is beset with pit- 
falls on every hand, as most Christians have realized, 
and yet God’s promise to us is sure-footedness in just 
such places. ‘In the One Hundred and Twenty-first 
Psalm we read, “He will not suffer thy foot to, be 
moved [to slip]: he that keepeth thee will not slumber” 
(v. 3). Several years ago two young men were go- 
ing through one of the gorges for which New York 
State is famous. . They were descending the almost 
perpendicular, rocky wall of the gorge to reach a little 
platform of rock near the water’s edge. One young 
man who had climbed down this way many times be- 
fore had gone ahead and was showing his friend just 
where to place his feet for firm foothoids. But the 
second young man came to a place where his rubber 
soled shoes would not grip upon the damp rock, He 
was in a position where he could neither turn back 
nor go forward, until his friend, reaching up, placed 
his hand against the rock and beneath the other man’s 
foot thus giving him just the support that was needed 
to enable him to take the next step and proceed to 
safety. With an infinitely greater watchfulness, our 
Lord, who has gone before and who knows every st 
of the way, does not suffer our feet to Slip, if we wi 
but trust him and step where he directs. .In the in- 
spired words of Hannah, “He will keep the feet of 
his saints”. (1 Sam. 2:9). Let us then thank God 
and take courage, and dare to step out boldly wherever 
he directs us, even though the way may be steep and 
seem dangerous, for we have One by our side who is 
able to keep us from stumbling and to present us fault- 
less before the presence of his glory with exceeding 
joy (Jude 24). 


we 


Claus Harms’ Theses 


on the church door at Wittenberg opened the 
modern era and was the proclamation of eman- 
cipation for evangelical Christianity. That took place 
tober 31, 1517. Three centuries passed, and the 
church of Christ had fallen into a new bondage. It 
was shackled and bound by . unbelief, the so-called 
“Enlightenment” of the eighteenth century. A‘ new 
figure arose, the anniversary of whose birth is at 
present being celebrated in Germany. His protest, 
also, was cast in the mold of ninety-five theses,’ and 
was issued designedly on the three hundredth anni- 
versary of the Wittenberg posting. 

Luther’s heavy hand smote the Pharisees of Chris- 
tianity with their ritual and endless regulations; 
Claus Harms’ blow was- delivered at. the Sadducees 
with their evil heart of unbelief. 

In a recent’ lecture Prevost Lucht of Meldort# 
has told the story, a story new to American ears ahd 
well worth listening to. It has close parallels in cur- 
rent American church history. 

The tercentenary theses-of: Harms were the gauntlet 
which this devout and able pastor of Kiel threw in 
the face of the Modernism of his day, the rational- 
ismus vulgaris as Rheinhold first called it. Coming 
from France and England, this rationalism struck into 
Germany in the middle of the eighteenth century “de- 
composing all that.is divine and eternal, all that forms 
and fills and fertilizes souls, and delivering the. mass 
of men either to sensuality or to despair.” 

“Popular rationalism” was in authority in almost 
all the pulpits and theological chairs of Germany. 
Lucht gives one illustration of its superficial dog- 
matism. Oertling of Kiel preached on Matthew 4 in 
the St. Michael Cathedral Church, “Then was Jesus 


To. posting of the Ninety-Five Theses by Luther 





1 Reported in a_ recent number of the Allgemeine Evan- 
gelische Lutheranische Kirchenzeitung. 


led up of the spirit into the wilderness to be tempted 
of the devil.” The preacher attacked the assump.ion 
of earlier “unenlightened” times that the Devil was 
a spiritual personality. Not the Devil, but hunger, 
was Jesus’ tempter! Now and then in the couniry 
some aged pastor would emerge insisting that sin was. 
more to the human soul than some merely venial weak- 
ness, and declaring that the Lord Jesus Christ was 
mere than ideal man, “redemption” more than his 
virtuous example and his reasonable ideas. But the 
scornful laughter of the other clergy greeted every 
such witness to the old faith as soon as it was heard. 

One traveling in 1800 from Nuremberg to Ham- 
burg to study the religious life of Germany would 
find this state of things in all directions. In the 
cemeteries, pillars and broken columns and reversed 
torches had replaced the cross in the symbology of 
mourning; in university classrooms miracles were 
explained as purely natural phenomena; lectures on 
vaccination and the advantages of eariy rising took 
the place of Bible exposition.. In Hamburg, at the 
Communion, the pastor used his own formula: ‘Take 
this piece of bread — there is nothing miraculous about 
it; this swallow of wine—there is nothing mystical 
in it.” . The accepted theology was universalist. Dinter, 
editor of the modernized Altoona Bible, said on his 
death-bed, “If God is going to have only the pure in 
his Heaven he’ll get nobody, but since all honest folk 
are agreeable to him I know I shall get in.” 

The exponents of this popular rationalism expressed 
their aims in the terms current today. “They did not 
seek to alter the teaching of Jesus, but merely to pur- 
ify it from later Pauline, Hellenist, and medizval 
additions. Thus they would give to Christianity its 
proper modern interpretation.” But, as Lucht goes 
on to say, “It is a tragic fact that the time of the 
highest intellectual attainment of our people as rep- 
resented by Kant and Goethe was the time of its deep- 
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est degradation both in the fields of politics and re- 
ligion.” 

SB ut the feet of those who were to carry this proudly 
vesturing “Reason” to its burial were at the door. 
Harms in 1817 sent to the King of Prussia a petition 
against the Altoona Bible on the ground that belief 
in. the divinity of Christ, the reconciliation of the 
sinner through Christ’s blood, the work of grace of 
the Spirit of God in the Word, were “attacked, dis- 
torted, rejected, and annihilated.” No answer was 
vouchsafed. . 

So on the thirty-first of October, 1817, the next step 
was taken. Multitudes felt the need of doing something ; 
none knew what to do. Harms appealed to various 
like-minded people. They were not prepared to act. 
The ‘people were celebrating with jubilation the out- 
break’ of the, Reformation and emancipation from 
Rome. Harms preached two sermons on’ Reformation 
Day’ ‘which ‘one reads with emotion even today. At 
the same time there appeared in the German cities 
a‘littfe publication reprinting the Ninety-Five Theses 
of Luther (of blessed memory), and accompanying 
theni with a second ninety-five for 1817 prepared by 
Claus Harms, arclideacon of the Nikolat Church, Kiel. 

These theses denounced the apostasy of the day and 
defended the historic evangelical. faith. “With. the 
idea ‘of. a progressive reformation, Lutheranism is 
reformed’ into heathenism, and Christianity reformed 
out of the world,” cried thesis 3. Point by point 
Harms showed how this was so. : 

“When ‘Reason’ deals with Religion,” said thesis 
43, “it casts away the pearls and plays with the shells, 
that is, with empty words.” : 

~ “The words ‘our Saviour and Redeemer’ come from 
the lips of certain preachers as the words ‘your friend 
and servant’ at the close of a letter. They give the 
People the prescription to take imstead of the medi- 
cine ”. ° 


“Tt is a strange demand,” said thesis 67, “that the 
new: belief should ask for right-of way in a pulpit 
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that the old faith has established, and from a mouth 
that the old faith feeds.” 

And thesis 68: “ ‘Reason’ goes madly about the 
church of Luther dragging Christ from the altar, 
casting God’s Word from the chancel, throwing refuse 
into the baptistry. Is it not time to bind her?” 

So he went on, hammer stroke upon hammer stroke, 
true echoes of the hammer of October, 1517. 

“Do not the anxious mutterings of the night-spirits 
in the press show that they have heard the cock crow . 
and scented morning air?” wrote a Bavarian church 
paper concerning the Harms’ pronourtement. All Ger- 
many was stirred. “For” or “against” Harms was 
the cry. In five years over two hundred publications, 
some attacking, some defending, came from the press. 
It is significant that the attack. came chiefly from the 
clergy, the defense from the laity. Harms was called 
“reactionary,” “literalist,” “fanatic,” and was subjected 


to personal insult of an even crasser sort. In one 
of his sermons of the time he says: ‘You see it is 
getting dangerous. Stones are flying. Well, let them 


fly. They don’t hit, If they hit, they don’t kill. Hf 
they kill, I have on my side a surer.shot— in Heaven, 
Matthew 10: 28.” 

-So he stood. his ground, and the people.stood hy 
him. It was as if a sigh of relief went through the 
whole countryside. Long had “Reason”—in other 
words, unbelief —lain like an Alp on the German peo- 
ple. Harms’ Theses seemed an edict of emancipation, 
Souls sighed for strength and support, for peace and 
life with God, and ‘Harms gave them, with full author- 
ity, what they had sought in vain in rationalism: the 
old yet ever new Bible faith. 

But Lucht warns us that we are not to talk alto- 
gether in past tenses as if we were dealing with his- 
tory only. “It is because the theses-posting of 1817 
has significance for 1928 that we recalf and magnify 
it. For it was but a victorious skirmish befere the 


decisive battle, awaiting which the whele world of 
Protestantism is now holding its breath.” 
’ . ° 





What Advantage Has a Jew? 

I would like to have you discuss the question, 
“What advantage has the Jew?’ I cannot see any 
advantage, but much disadvantage. 

My father is a Jew, my grandfather a rabbi, my 
mother a Gentile ; and I must confess I have at times 
failed to appreciate this unfortunate situation and 

« have been inclined to be rebellious over my Jewish 
bloed:. 


Thank you for any help on these matters, as I want 
to believe that “all things work together for good” 
— somehow.—An Ilinois reader. - 


Human opinion is of no importance here, when 
we have God’s own answer. The Holy Spirit him- 
self, through Paul; asked and answered the question. 
“What advantage then hath the Jew? ... Much every 
way: chiefty,. because that unto them were committed 
the oracles of God” (Rom. 3:1, 2). We can take 
real comfort in any fact that God declares is a bless- 
ing in our lives, even when we cannot understand 
where or how the blessing comes in. We know that 

* Ged cannot be mistaken; we know that we are very 
likely to be mistaken; so let us rest confidently and 
thankfully on the sure word of God in this as in all 
else. 

God knew that Jews in Paul’s day, and today, would 
doubt and’ even disbelieve the great blessings God 
has conferred on this people whom he set ‘aside for 
his special favor. He anticipated, then, by nineteen 
centuries the troubled question: of this sincere Jewish 
‘inquirer as he wrote: “For what if some did not 
believe? shall their unbelief make the faith [faithful- 
‘ness|: ‘of ‘Ged without effect? God forbid: yea, let 
God be true; but every man a liar; as it is written, 
That thou mightest be justified in thy sayings.” Even 
our ‘doubt of God’s blessings and of the truthfulness 
‘of God’s Word cannot shake his Word, cannot defeat 
his blessings. 

That God has péculiar and marvelous blessings for 
the Jews is one ef the central themes of the entire 
Bible. If this Jewish Christian will ask God to dis- 
close these. blessings to her, and then will search the 
‘Scriptures for God’s answer, seeking out the answer 
with ‘her whole heart and yielding herself wholly to 
God in faith, she ‘will get an answer that will satisfy 
her “exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or 
think” (Eph. 3:2e). And long before she finishes 
her study ef the Scriptures for this answer she will 
be praising and: worshiping God for his goodness to 
her in having let her be a member of the race of which 
his only begotten Son was a member after the flesh. 

‘ Unte the Jews “were committed the oracles of God.” 
She comes of a sen people, singled out by God from 
among alf the nations of the earth, to receive and 
transmit the Holy Scripturés. We owe the Bible, so 
‘far as its human authorship is cencerned, to the Jews. 





That is, God the divine Author gave the Hebrew race 
his unique revelation so that they might share it with 
the whole world, as they have done. 

When God called Abram to be the human head of 
the great family of Hebrews, God said to him: “I 
will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that 
curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth 
be blessed” (Gen. 12:3). This reader of the Tres 
is a member of the race through whom all families 
of the earth are yet going to be blessed as they could 
not have been had not God chosen the Jew for this. 

It is true that Jews today are commonly looked down 
upon, and often are scornfully or hatefully treated by the 
rest of the world. This-in itself is a fulfillment of 
God’s prophecies concerning this people if they, as a 
people should turn away from him as they have done. 
Over and over during Old Testament times God 
warned Israel of this. Moses predicted it, and so did 
Solomon, and Jeremiah. “And I will persecute them 
with the sword, with the famine, and with the pes- 
tilence, and will deliver them to be removed to all 
the kingdoms of the earth, to be a curse, and an aston- 
ishment, and an hissing, and a reproach, among all 
the nations whither I have driven them: because they 
have not hearkened to my words, saith the Lord, 
which I sent unto them by my servants the prophets, 
rising up early and-sending them; but ye would. not 
hear, saith the Lord” (Jer. 29:18, 19). This predic- 
tion was fulfilled in Old Testament times, and is being 
fulfilled today. Every cheap joke that is made against 
the Jews is an unconscious fulfillment of God’s proph- 
ecy. But the literal fulfillment of this word of God 
is no more certain than the literal fulfilment of bless- 
ing upon the Jews, and upon all the families of the 
earth through the Jews. Let every member of the 
Hebrew race, therefore, who knows the Lord Jesus 
Christ as the promised Messiah of Israel and the 
Saviour of the world, as this Illinois reader does, 
praise God for his love and favor toward Israel and 
for the unspeakably rich blessing of being an Israelite. 

To us Gentile Christians God says: “For if thou 
wert cut out of the olive tree which is wild by nature, 
and wert grafted contrary to nature into a good olive 
tree: how much more shall these, which be -the naturat 
branches, be graffed into their own olive tree? . .. 
And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, 
There shall come out of Sion the Deliverer, and shall 
turn away ungodliness from Jaceb: For this: is my 
covenant unto them, when I shall take away their sins. 
As concerning the gospel, they are enemies for your 
sakes: but as touching the election, they are beloved 
for the fathers’ sakes. For the gifts and calling ef 
God are without repentance” (Rom. 11: 24-29). 

The time is coming — and many believe it is coming 
very soon — when at the Lord’s-returm his. ehosen-peo- 
ple shall look upon him “whom they have pierced,” 
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and shall turn to him as their Messiah and Saviour. 
After that the Jews will become, the Scriptures show, 
the most favored and sought after people in all the 
world. This will be a change indeed. Their rejection 
of Christ has made them, as a people, unlovely and 
unlovable. All this is changed in those Hebrew Chris- 
tians who have let {hrist be not: only their Saviour 
but their Lord. Amd the Jewish people as a whole, 
after all Israel is saved, will become like their Lord. 
Anyone then who is so favored as to have any Jews 
as personal friends will be proud of it. “Thus saith 
the Lord of hosts; In those days it shall come to pass, 
that ten men shall take hold out of all languages of ~ 
the nations, even shall take hold: of the skirt of him 
that is a Jew, saying, We. will go with you: for we 
have heard that God is with you” (Zech. 8: 23): 


a 


Petet’s Unnecessary Question 


Will you please intefpret John.-21; 20-23, and also 
explain. partictlarly the words. of our Lordin. the 
twenty-second verse, “If I will that_he tarry till I 
come, what is that to thee?” ms 

Why is the query. of John at the last supper re- 
ferred: to here, and why does Peter say, “What shall 
this man. DO?” 

Where is the connection between Peter’s sight of 
John and Peter’s question to the Lord? What is the 
relation ef verses 20-23 to the preceding verses of 
the same chapter ? . ; 

Does this word of our Lord refer to ‘his. second 
advent? Are the references in the Scofield Reference 
Bible the correct ones? Your interpretation and 
explanation of this passage will be gratefully received. 
—A New Jersey reader. 2 ; 
Simon Peter had just had a searching experience at 

the hands of the Lord. It was on the shore of the 
Sea of Galilee, where Christ after his resurrection had 
appeared to the disciples. A few days*before, Peter 
had denied the Lord: three times with oath and cursing. 
And now, three times, the Lord asked Peter, “Lovest 
thou me?” After Peter’s reply, each time, the Lord 
gave. Peter a special commission, “Feed my lambs,” 
“Feed my sheep.” Then he told Peter “by what death 
he should glorify God” in his old age — evidently by 
crucifixion. “And again the Lord said to Peter, “Fol- 
low me.” The record continues: “Then Peter, turn- 
ing about, seeth the disciple whom Jesus loved follow- 
ing; which also leaned’ on his breast at supper, and’ 
said, Lord, which is he that betrayeth thee? Peter 
seeing him saith to Jesus, Lord, and whate shall this 
man do? Jesus saith unto him, If I will that he tarry 
till I come, what is that to thee? follow thou me.” 

_ The record notes that the disciple about whom Peter 
inquired was the one who had asked a certain ques- 
tion of the Lord at the last supper (John 13: 23-25). 
This fact is mentioned, apparently, to identify the dis- 
ciple, who was John himself. 

Peter’s human curiosity, like that which we often 
have, got the better of him as he turned and saw John. 
The Lord had assigned Peter to his special service; 
Peter wanted to know what John’s special service 
was going to be. And that was not Peter’s responsi- 
bility, nor was it a matter for Peter to be concerned 
about at all. There is a lesson here for all of us, 
as we are tempted to turn away in our thoughts and 
interests from the work God has assigned to us and 
start wondering what work some other Christian ought 
to be doing. “What is that to thee? follow thou me,” 
is the Lord’s word to all of us under such circum- 
stances. The only thing the Lord wanted Peter to be 
thinking about. was his own commission, not the duty 
or service of any other disciple. 

As.a matter of fact, the words “shall” and “do” are 
not in the original Greek in Peter’s question. The 
Greek reads literally: “Lord, but this man what?” 

When the Lord said to Peter, “If I will that he 
tarry till I come,” the Lord was referring to his. sec- 
ond advent. This is made plain in the next verse: 
“Then went this saying abroad among the brethren, 
that that diseiple should not die: yet Jesus said not 
unto him, He shall not die; but, If I will that he 
tarry till.I come, what is that to thee?” The Scrip- 
tures declare that believers who are living when the 
Lord comes again. will never die, but their bodies will 
be changed instantaneously like unto the Lord’s resur- 
rection bedy. “Behold, I shew you a mystery; We 
shalf not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a 
moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: 
forthe trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall. be 
raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed” (1 Cor. 
15:51, §2). The disciples mistakenly inferred - that 
John was going to live until the Lord’s return and 
therefore would: not experience bodily death, and John 
cng attention to the fact that the Lord did not say 
t 4 

The references in the Scofield. Reference Bible are 
valuable and illuminating on this passage. They call 
attention to the fact that salvation is not by “doing” 
anything, but is by faith alone (Rom. 4: 14) ; to Peter’s 
eommussion, “as the gospel of the circumcision was 
uato Peter” (Gal. 2: 7-9) ; to the Lord’s return (John 
14:3; 1 “Phess. 1:10; 5:23); and to the change in 
the bodies of believers ‘when Christ comes again (1 
Cor. 15:51; 1 Thess. 4; 15, 17). y 
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The , 1929 Convention at Keswick, England | 


Where the message of victory over sin has been preached for fifty-four, years 





By E. L. Langston 











HE Fifty-fourth Keswick Convention was held 
at Keswick, England, July 13-to 21, and: eternity 
only will reveal what these arnfiual’ gatherings 
have meant to the whole Church of God at home and 
overseas, The inception of the Convention Move- 
ment was really an outcome of the great revivals that 
spread throughout America and Great Britain between 
1850 and 1860, when hundreds of thousands. were 
swept into the Church of God. Following this re- 
markable movement. of the Spirit of God there came 
a great desire in Great Britain for a deeper spiritual 
life and a more permanent experience of Scriptural 
holiness. In 1874 the Rt. Hon. W. Cowper-Temple 
called together some hundreds of persons at his resi- 
dence, Broadlands Park, to consider the question of 
both deepening all their own spiritual lives and a new 
and deeper movement of the Spirit of God in the 
churches. In’a wonderful way the Spirit of God 
brooded over these gatherings, bringing them into 
harmony and unity, with a result.that a few months 
later a convention was called at Oxford. te 
After Oxford came Brighton. Both these- conven- 
tions were e -making; for arising- out of: them, 
there* came forth teachers who had experienced in 
a new way the ministry and function of God. the 
Holy Spirit. So the glorious message of victory over 
indwelling sin was heralded forth. On the Fri- 
day evening of the Oxford Convention, the Rev. Evan 
H. Hopkins, M,A., preached a powerful sermon upon 


the possibility of living a life here and now day by day. 


realizing fellowship with God the Father and with 
his Son, Jesus Christ. Many entered into great and 
lasting blessing, among whom was the Rev. Canon Bat- 
tersby, the incumbent of St. John’s, Keswick, who at 
that service entered into an entirely new spiritual ‘ex- 
perience which transformed his life, ministry, and 
personality. So great was the blessing upon his own 
soul that (fifty-four years ago) he called together at 


Keswick a crowd of kindred souls where he and others .. 


unfolded: “the life victorious.” 


What the Keswick Movement Stands For 


From the very first God set his seal upon the gath- 
erings at Keswick. ' Who could tell:the story of the 
past fifty-four years? Only God himself knows of 
the hundréds and of the thousands who have met with 
him day by day on the hills around the lake or in the 
secluded valleys or upon the shores of the lake! What 
confessions! © What renunciation! What  whole- 
hearted consecration to missionary service! Possibly 
no place in the British Isles has seen such marvelous 
outbursts. of spiritual power as in the little lake town 
of Keswick. 

What is the secret of this success? The Keswick 
movement stands for holiness of soul and of life. It 
is true it has had to face serious criticism, opposition, 
and almost persecution on the part of.the churches; 
but no longer is there the same opposition that its 
founders had to encounter. One of the most remark- 
able features of the convention is that when we are 
gathered together: before God it is comparatively un- 
important to any of us to think of what part of the 
Christian Church we belong to. On_the platform are 
Episcopalians, Presbyterians, Congregationalists, Bap- 
tists, Plymouth Brethren, Quakers, and the like. The 
motto of the convention is “All One in Christ Jesus.” 
Keswick is not the place to discuss the differences that 
pertain among the followers of our Lord. Another 
one of the outstanding features of the Keswick Con- 
vention is the very careful observance of the suc- 
cessive steps in the Christian life. As a rule it is 
generally taken for granted that those who attend 
the convention have been through the experience of 
regeneration, justification, and assurance. Though it 
has often been discovered as a result of the searching 
light of the addresses and of the after-meetings, that 
these initial steps had yet to be taken. The addressés 
each day follow. a precise order; on Monday, “The 
Sins of the Christian”; on the Tuesday, “The Need 
of Heart Cleansing”; on the Wednesday, “Consecra- 
tion” ; on Thursday, “The Fullness of the Holy Spirit”; 
and on Friday, “Service.” The one and great object 
of the speakers is to bring their hearers into the living 
experience of the life victorious. The charge of teach- 
ing sinless perfection has been -constantly leveled 
against the Keswick platform. But this arises from 
the want of understanding on the part of those who 
criticize. 

The late Rev. Dr. F. B. Meyer very definitely in a 
little pamphlet makes the following-statement : 

“It is: important, in this connection, to emphasize 
the fact that the teaching of conventions on the Kes- 
wick model abstains from using the phrase ‘the death 
of self.” When we come to the cross for sanctification, 


It. was. a sermon preached-by Evan Hopkins in 
1874 that had: much to do with the beginning of 
the Keswick conventions, Canon Battersby, a 
Keswick stor, heard that sermon. and his life 
was tact) seman A year later he called together 
a group at Keswick where he and ethers unfolded 
the victorious life. God set his seal upon that 
mecting, and now the fifty-fourth convention has 
just-clased, The story of this latest.and blessed 
conference is -here told by one who has-been 
connected with the movement for twenty years. 








as_we came once for justification we do not say -that 
‘self’ has ceased to exist, or that we are forever de- 
livered from its tyranny and fret; but that we have 
died to it, which is a very different: matter. In the 
purpose of “God we have been crucified with Christ, 
and may account ourselves free from the thraldom and 
dominion of the Ego-principle; but as a matter of 
daily experience, we reckon ourselves ‘dead to it. We 
become sensible — may I say, extremely so — of the pro- 
tests of the self-principle, but we- instantly reckon 
that they resemble the appeal of a divorced husband 
or wife, to whose suggestions we cannot for a moment 
give heed. The Ego is not dead but we reckon our- 
selves dead to it.” 

If one were asked what contribution this teaching 
has made to the content of our most Holy Faith, not 
inventing anything new, but excavating the treasures 
of redemption for general use, we might lay emphasis 
on the following: 


1. The surrender of the will, involving consecra- 
tion, 


2. The reception of the fullness of the Spirit by faith. 
3. The deliverance from the power of known sin. 


4. A closer identification with our Lord in death and 
resurrection. 


5. A deeper understanding of, and consecration to, 
the missionary obligations of the Church. 

6. All denominational distinctions and divisions van- 
ish where the spirit of this blessed movement comes. 
The motto over.the tent is no mere platitude, we are 
indeed “All One in Christ Jesus.” The hurdles that 
pen different sections of the flock are broken down, 
and the one flock feeds together upon the mountain 
pasturés.under the one Shepherd. 


Possibly in no year since the inception of the Kes- 
wick’ Convention have we lost so many leading 
speakers, They are the Rev. F. B. Meyer, D.D.; the 
Rev. C. Inwood, D.D.; the Right Rev. Harrington C. 
Lees, D.D., Archbishop of Melbourne; Mr. Albert 
Head, for so long the chairman of both the Trustees 
and the Council; and the Rev. Gordon Watt. All 
these men were sorely missed this year: but we have 
realized in'a truly wonderful manner that He who 
called Keswick into being fifty-four years ago was 
presiding over us at all our sessions. 

On Saturday evening, July 13, we were surprised 
to see on the opening night the huge tent crowded to 
its utmost capacity with somewhere about four_thou- 
sand people eager and hungry to meet with God in a 
new way. 


Notable Features this Year 


We shall never forget the volume of sound that 
arose from four thousand voices as we sang in the 
opening hymn, to the tune of “The Old Hundredth”: 


All. people that on earth do dwell, 
Sing to the Lord with cheerful voice; 
Him serve with fear, His praise forth tell, 
Come ye before Him and rejoice. 


Dr. Graham Scroggie was the Lord’s messenger. From 
the very first the power of was upon us, and 
hearts were searched, as with unusual fervor, he 
stressed the need on the part of us all for a deeper ex- 
perience of the life more abundant, producing joy in 
the_heart, victory in the life, and power ‘in service. 
Certain special features were noticeable this year. 


1. At all the services this year, the singing of the 
choruses and hymns has been remarkable. We seem 
to have been given a new fervor in singing which has 
greatly helped the atmosphere of the gatherings. 

2. Never as far as I remember (and my “experience 
now is for over twenty years) have we seen so many 
young men and young women, all keen and earnest, 
hungry to be the “best for God.” To look down from 
the platform upon their faces was a real inspiration. 

, Evidently, the good old-fashioned Gospel, preached 
in the old-fashioned way, relying upon the old-fash- 





ioned and yet ever up-to-date Bible, has a wonderful 
appeal to young life. 

3. Dr. Graham Scroggie did an unusual thing this 
year. Instead of giving four Bible Readings as is the 
custom, he gave us four remarkably fine expositions 
upon the Apostles’. Creed.. That he was wise in so 
doing we now fully realize. Ours is a day when we 
are hearing a great deal from modern scholars upon 
the necessity for reconstruction, readjustment in the 
realm of theology and religion. This most valuable 
exposition is to be printed in book form with a special 
introduction. .It is just the thing that. we who call 
ourselves. conservative are wanting. It is scholarly, 
crisp, and concise, and, what is best of all, practical. 


4. It is the custom every evening to hold a monster 
Open-air meeting in the Market Place where nearly 
two thousand people gather night after night. This 
meeting is attended not only by convention people, but 
also by the inhabitants of Keswick and others staying 
at the different hotels who are visiting the lake dis- 
trict. 

These meetings were conducted by either the Rev. 
E. L. Langsion or the Rev. H. Earnshaw Smith. The 
Rev. Dr. John McNeill and W. Nicholson the great 
revivalists, spoke often. However, it was not only the 
great speakers who moved the audience but the three- 
minute testimonies, sometimes very stammering, from 
young men, undergraduates from Cambridge, Oxford, 
and Edinburgh; young sailors and soldiers from his 
Majesty’s forces; officers’ from the navy, army, and 
air force. Night after night souls were saved and 
wonderfully blessed. 


5. Night after night, individuals came one by one 
for personal talks to several of the speakers, and as 
a result burdens were lifted and souls were set free 
and made happy in their Lord. The great feature of 
Keswick is the missionary meeting on Friday morn- 
ing when literally hundreds of young lives are laid at 
the Master’s feet for service at- home or overseas. 


The Missionary and Communion Services 


The thought of this year’s convention will ever 
cause a host of hallowed and very happy memories to 
crowd back upon the mind of those who were priv- 
ileged to be present. This has been a great convention 
and many of the old time convention-goers have said, 
“One of the best that has ever been held.” Names 
and human praise are out of place, when looking back 
— the past ten days of hallowed memory, for all 
of us experienced in a wonderful way the presence 
of God himself overshadowing and overruling every- 
thing. All through. the week at meeting after meet- 
ing and in our social converse the one with the other 
we were always conscious of the Lord Jesus himself 
in our midst. There stand out two meetings, however, 
that overpower all the rest, namely, the morning mis- 
sionary meeting and the evening united Communion 
service. 

On the Friday morning there were gathered to- 
gether between the hours of. ten and twelve thirty 
four tl usand people to listen to representatives of the 
missionary work oversea who told their overwhelming 
and challenging stories. Quietly, unemotionally, but 
with ..erwhelming conviction, while they were speak- 
ing, there came home to every heart afresh the great 
world task entrusted to us by the Master, “As my 
Father hath sent me, even so send I you” (John 20: 
21). At the end of this magnificent meeting the Rev. 
J. Macbeath made an appeal to the young life present 
to lay themselves at the Master’s feet and to go whither 
he would send them. It was an inspiring sight to see 
a gallant band of young men and women, numbering 
some three hundred, who there and then openly con- 
fessed at any cost to give themselves to this great task 
of world evangelization. 

The other outstanding gathering was that of the 
Holy Communion service at the end of the missionary 
day. As last year this service will never fade from 
the memory of any of those present. During the past 
week those who gathered around the Lord’s Table had 
either come under conviction of sin, or had conse- 
crated themselves afresh, or had waited upon God for 
the fullness of the Holy Ghost. All had been won- 
derfully blessed; now they were gathered around the . 
Table of the Lord to remember Calvary. Literally 
they were “all one in Christ Jesus” and met together - 
“of one mind, and of one heart.” 

Again as last year the Lord drew very near so 
wonderfully that that which happened is almost in- 
describable. Any attempt to make that scené live 
causes us to realize the poverty of language. The 
great crowd of worshipers thronged the precinc's long 
before the entrances were opened. There was a qu -t- 
ness over the waiting worshipers and an expectancy 
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of unusual blessing, and some with the touch of true 
spiritual understanding, while waiting, began to sing 
the well-known Communion hymn, “The King of Love 
My Shepherd Is,” and in this way an atmosphere was 
created, that prepared the way for the blessing that 
was about to come. ‘Tie table was set in front of 
the platform and behind it sat Dr. J. Stuart Holden, 
who conducted the service, with four helpers, one a 
clergyman ef the Church of England, a Free Church- 
man, an evangelist, and a layman. On either side in 
two groups there were some forty brethren who were 
set apart to distribute the bread and wine, and it would 
be difficult to imagine a more representative body. It 
Was comprised of ministers and laymen of almost 
évery braneh of the Church. Very simply and in the 
closest obedience to our Lord’s example as recorded 
in the Gospels the service proceeded. Praise and 
prayer were offered, and. im a stillness that might 
be felt and without the slightest confusion the dis- 
tribution ef the bread and wine was made. At the 
énd of this unforgettable service everybody sang the 
hymn, “My Jesus 1 Love Thee, I Know Thou Art 
Mine.” Nothing can describe the thrill that went 
through the crowd of worshipers while that hymn 
was sung. Silently and under the spell of holy awe, 
the great erowd dispersed and made its way home- 
ward. Possibly mever since the institution of the Lord’s 
Supper nineteen hundred years ago was there such a 
memorable gathering as this. Surely it was a fore- 
taste of joys that are yet to be when the true Church 
of God writes around the Throne of God in Heaven. 

The praise meeting on the Saturday morning re- 
vealed what God had been doing in the lives of those 
that attended. It was a more than usually impressive 
hour; no: record could possibly be given of the hun- 
dreds of testimonies that were uttered in tones of glad- 
ness, joy, and triumph by young and old alike. That 
many had entered upon an experience of great blessing 
was made evident at this closing meeting. We look 
with. anticipation as a result of this year’s Keswick to 
& great spiritual movement both at home and overseas, 
Is it the earnest of coming revival? 


Lonpon. 
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Girls’ Problems of Today 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 














Questions for answer, other a 
may be addressed to Mother Rut Sunday 
School Times, 323- irteenth Street, Phila- 
‘ @elphia. No names or or ity will be 
publiched in The Sunday Scheel Times; and if ques- 
tiens are toc personal for an answer in these 
columns, Mether Ruth will be glad te reply indi- 
‘ov if possible, if return postage is enclosed. 


> Dear Mother Ruth: F heartily agree with your reply to 
the letter in the June 29 issue of the Times in reference 
to the shart skirts, but 1 wonder why you did not say 
something about the sleeveless dresses. Recently I was at 
am outing of Christian young people and I was not only 
surprised. but shocked to see young women, whom I know 
to be ardent Christians, attired in the sleeveless style. 
A short time ago I made a tour of the stores in an effort 
to purchase wash dresses suitable for office wear, and I 
was told by clerk after clerk that they had no dresses 
with sleeves in stock. As a result I was obliged to resort 
to a dressmaker, who told me that many of her customers 
had returned because employers will not permit their em- 
ployees te wear this prevailing mode in the office. Surely 
if non-Christian employers take this attitude, should it not 
be a matter ef concern to Christian young women who de- 
sire their witness to count for Christ?—Yours in his serv- 
ice,_Q-. 

EAR FRIEND: Yes, I think the sleeveless 

dresses are just as important to consider as the 
short skirts, but the question came about the skirts 
and net the sleeves. You are evidently studying to 
“shew thyself approved unto God” (2 Tim. 2:15) 
and in so doing you will consider the details of your 
life, and follew out 1 Corinthians roe: 31, where we 
read, “Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, er whatso- 
ever ye do, do all to the glory of God.” All the de- 
tails in. our hves count fer er against our influence 
for the Master.. We are inclined, as girls and’ women, 
to follow the styles and forget that all things we wear 
may not glorify him. As Americans we run to the 
extreme, and we should study in all things for the ap- 
proval ef him. whom we represent. 

Oh, Christian, keep your stand, and send out your 
influence wherever you can to lead ethers to think, 
in this day of thoughtless living. All commendation 
belongs to our business men who demand the proper 
dignity and appearance of those whe appear in their 
offices and represent them in business. There are 
such men, and it helps to keep a standard ef woman- 
hood that we prize. I have a girl friend who did not 
consider such things, and who lost a valued position 
because she bobbed her hair. Let us strive by ex- 
ample and attitude for purity in all things to glorify 
the Master we love, and not allow the smallest detail 
to prevent the very atmosphere about us being of the 
highest and best. Thank you for calling the attention 
ef us all to the detail, which-to some may seem a 
minor matter. “There are no little things in life.” 


F 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 
Moment Meditations 


5 By the late I. Lilias Trotter 


** Seen... Afar Off’? (Heb. 11: 13) 


OD’S promise to Abraham was twofold, — the 

land, and the seed; and his whole life was spent 
in clinging faithfully through tests, and even through 
failures, to those two words from Heaven. 

He got sidetracked over the land promise when he 
thought that “a famine in the land” meant that he 
must ensure God’s care of him by going down to 
Egypt; but faith rose again. He let Lot choose all 
of the country that seemed best worth having; he 
refused so much as a shoe latehet from the wicked 
kings; he held on to the far-off vision that the whole 
would be his. 

He was sidetracked again over the promise of the 

seed, seeking to hasten God’s steps for fear of earthly 
hopes dying out utterly. Here again faith got its 
balance back in such perfect poise that he lifted up his 
hand to deal the death blow to all his hopes, “account- 
ing that God-was able to raise him up, even from the 
dead,” though no such miracle had ever been seen or 
heard of before. 
. And God so trusted Abraham’s faithfulness that He 
kept him waiting to his very end. After all the mar- 
velous promises about the land, north and south and 
east and west, and a seed like the stars and the sand, 
he closed his eyes on life with one purchased field for 
a cave-tomb, and one.childless son. But he had not 
failed. God, and God had not failed him. He has 
watched the fulfillment from that far land where he is 
now. He is watching it still, 





*“*For This Saying ’’ 


This is the ccacluding article in the series ef brief Bible 

studies which came out of the author’s long ristian 

experience, For many years Miss Trotter was one of the 
leaders of the Algiers Mission Band. 


ROM bygone years, a comment on the Syropheni- 

cian woman story has echoed with the ring that 
marks the Spirit’s power, so I pass it en to ring im 
ether hearts. “You cannot tell which prayer will lib- 
erate the answer.” 

She had “said” other things in. the brave faith that 
battled through the seeming indifference of the Mas- 
ter. At last, deep down enough in the humility that 
accepted even his.spurning, the full-orhed answer came. 
“For this saying go thy way; the devil is gone 
out of thy daughter” (Mark 7:29). 

“When the clouds are full of rain, they empty them- 
selves. upon the earth.” That gives the same lesson, 
that there is ‘a prayer not seemingly mightier than 
those that have preceded it, but fillmg the measure te 
the point of overflow. The drops that have been drawn 
up one by one by the same power —dew from the 
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grass, moisture from the wayside pool, spray from 
ocean — all mingling and waiting up ve ti 


the surcharged atmosphere condenses and the shower 
breaks 


From all the world over, God is drawing up prayer 
for the outpouring of his Spirit. It matters not up 
there if the-cries rise from the heart of a mature saint, 
or of a newborn soul. They mingle and wait till the last 
- liberates the answer. It may be yours—it may 

mine. 


A Worshipful Offering Service 
By Jennie E. Stewart 


WE HAVE four adult classes in our Sunday- 
school with an average attendance of one hun- 
dred and forty. For years the classes had been taking 
their offering in their classrooms, counting their own 
money, and sending it up to the school secretary. along 
with the class secretary’s ‘report. The act of taking 
the offering was largely a routine business, no attempt 
being made to make it worshipful in any sense. 

- Then the department officers thought of trying a 
different plan. They asked each class to appoint a 
treasurer’s assistant. The offering is now taken as 
part of the general worship service, in the auditorium. 

When the time for the offering arrives the organ 
kegins to play softly. The treasurer of each class with 
his assistant moves up to the front of the room where 
they all stand facing the superintendent. They each 
receive an offering plate and stand reverently while a 
short prayer is said... Then with the organ softly play- 
ing an offertory they move back to their respective 
classes and begin to pass the offering plates. 

When the offering is all taken they stand where they 
are, holding the plates, while a prayer of thanks is 
said. Then the money is quickly counted by the class 
treasurer and assistant, placed in the envelope, noted 
on the outside and turned over to the class secretary, 
By this time the assembly has finished singing the 
closing verse of the worship hymn and are ready to 
pass out to class. z 
- By this orderly system the offering is taken without 
more loss of time than is usually required to get it in 
elass, and it takes on an added value since it is a 
real part of the worship period. In this case the of- 
ferings have increased materially because the givers 


- Seem to feel a far deeper responsibility toward the 


offerings. 

Hitherto most of these classes were taking some 
offerings for class purposes that were not turned over 
to the main school. They continue to do so in class 
session, this matter being wholly their own and to 
be cared for as they see fit. But the school offering 
is no longer a routine of class business. 

Boutper, Coo. 








A teacher in one Sunday-school for 
sixty-eight years 








“Aunt Barbara,” Ninety-Year-Old Missionary 


By Harold W. Schenck 














In a letier to the Editor ‘‘ Aunt Barbara ’’ wrote that the Times has been a help to her all the years she has been 


a teacher in Sunday-school. 


**The Sunday School Times,’’ she wrote, ‘‘has been next to the Bible in opening 


my mind to a knowledge of the truth.’’ 


N A little vine-covered stone house far back from 

the busy main thoroughfare of Nutley, N. J., lives 
Mrs. Barbara Hough, now in her ninety-second year, 
better known to her wide circle of friends as “Aunt 
Barbara.” She is the oldest resident of the town and 
a member since the year 1843 ef the Reformed Chureh 
Sunday School there, yet one of the youngest in 
mental alertness, ready wit, spiritual ferver, and mis- 
sionary zeal. She still keeps her own home, preferring 
the peace and solitude of this quaint ancestral home- 
stead, with its opportunities for quiet meditation and 
study, ,to the more modern creature comforts that 
relatives and friends are continually offering her. 

At heart Mrs. Hough has always been a missionary 
with an ever expanding parish, reaching beyond her 
native town and State, across the Mississippi, and on 
to the Pacific slope. She carries on her missionary 
activities with the aid of Uncle Sam’s mail system. 
While still a.girl in her teens Barbara Hough, cher- 
ished the ideal of making Christian missions in pioneer 
settlements and neglected frontier sections of the coun- 
try her lifework, but that ideal was never to be realized 
in just the way she had planned, although doubtless 
her influence exerted.on several successive generations 
of Sunday-school children and carried to the far cor- 
ners of the continent by her missionary letters, is 
more widespread than her physical presence in any 
frontier hamlet would ever have been. After a brief 
sojourn in Wisconsin, saddened by the untimely death 
of her husband, and lett a widow in the very bloom of 
young womanhood, she returned to Nutley hoping even 
then to prepare for college and volunteer as an educa- 






tional missionary. But the death of her father and 
consequent responsibility for her mother’s welfare 
rendered this impossible, and so it has happened that 

Mrs. Hough has spent all the remaining years of her 
long life in the same spot where she was born, finding 
there “the acres of diamonds” of opportunity for per- 
sonal work, teacher training, and her “missions by 
mail” movement. Restricted though her actual physical 
environment might seem, she has traveled mentally and 
spiritually to the farthest ends of the world. An in- 
def ‘igable student, she has read without ceasing as 
well. as “prayed without ceasing,” realizing, as she 
herself puts it, that “to pray intelligently one must 
know what is going on in the world,” and no subject 
seems to be too modern or no topic too remote to 
claim her attention and draw her comment. Even at - 
the time of a recent call she was speaking of her in- 
terest in the career of Lloyd George and passed on 
some timely information as to the activities of his 
wife, Dame Margaret. 

_# teacher in the Reformed Church Sunday School 
since 1861, she has watched some eight classes of 
boys and_girls pass through her hands and has main- 
tained a personal hold on every one of them. The 
great stack of Christmas greetings she receives during 
the heliday season from the far ends of the earth 


’ testifies to the affectionate esteem in which she is held 


by these old pupils. Her protégés, that is, those whom 
she has touched personally, number well up in the 
hundreds. It wouldybe difficult indeed to estimate the 
extent ef that wider group who have been reached 
indirectly through her influence. All of her early 
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classes, and Aunt Barbara knows each one of them hy 
hame, today are now women’ past seventy yéars of 
age. They are still “her girls.” One of the greatest 
treasures in her possession is a silver loving cup, pre- 
sented to her by gratetul associates on Feébruary 23, 
1913, and inscribed thus, “Barbara Hough. For sev- 
enty years a member of the Sunday-School, Franklin 
Reformed Church, Nutley,"N. J. Fifty-two years a 
teacher. Behold how bountiful her sheaves!” 

When unable because’ of the difficulties of ‘walking 
to maintain regular attendance at Sunday-school, Aunt 
Barbara became- an emeritus-teacher, receiving pupils 
at her home each Sunday afternoon, .so that she might 
counsel them in their work and help them in their 
difficulties, and at the same time transferred some of 
her energy and resourcefulness to an “extension pro- 
gram” of the Home Department. It was this latter 
work that gave her the parish she had once visualized 
in girlhood dreams. One contact led to another and 
soon she was sending lesson helps and other literature 
several times a year to families in Oklahoma, Iowa, 
and California. Many of these were the families of 
former pupils who had never moved beyond the reach 
of her interest, sympathy, and prayers. They in turn 
have enlisted neighbors and friends, and on many oc- 
casions prayer-meetings and Sunday-schools have 
been held in isolated frontier homes and prairie settle- 


‘ments where Aunt Barbara’s Quarterly, accompanied 


by a personal letter of counsel and good cheer, was 
the only outside preacher or missionary present. 
Mothers burdened with cares, brought face to face 
with the hardships of rigorous frontier life, have writ- 
ten to her and found solace and inspiration. Young 
men, holding her in fond memory as the faithful re- 
ligious mentor of boyhood days, tell her of their temp- 
tations and dreams. She has a place in her heart and 
interest for all. Even now with the sight not quite as 
keen as it used to be and the hand not quite as steady, 
twenty-five lesson quarterlies go out promptly and 
systematically to shut-ins and waiting readers far and 
near. 

Hers is the undaunted spirit of service. It will not 
be denied. As Aunt Barbara herself explains it to the 
casual caller, “They that wait on the Lord shall re- 
new their strength. I believe the Almighty had this 
work for me to do. I shall go forward in his strength 
and bide his time.” 
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The Holiness of God 
By Edith F. Norton 


E OF this century, with our fuller knowledge 

of the Gospel of grace, are in danger of losing 
sight of the exceeding majesty of our august God 
and Saviour. It is well to dwell deep in the “Song 
of Songs” wherein we apprehend by faith the loveli- 
ness of the “Beloved,” but there should be coupled 
with this blessed familiarity the unceasing remem-- 
brance of the awful holiness of the triune God. Our 
covenanting forefathers could cry out, as did Samuel 
Rutherford, “O sweet Lord Jesus, come flying like a.roe 
or.a young hart!” and speak of him as “that soul- 
delighting lovely bridegeom,” but the majesty of God 
and the sanctity of his Word were ever before their 
eyes. 

Not many years ago a friend of ours, from Edin- 
burgh, was motoring through the Highlands and 
alighted one afternoon before a shepherd’s hut. He 
was invited with his wife to “coom ben the hoose” 
and presently there was presented to him the family 
Bible that he might conduct prayers. Our friend 
opened the Bible at a favorite passage. At the other 
side of the room his wife was exchanging friendly 
greetings with the “gude wife” of the shepherd. Their 
conversation did not cease immediately with the open- 
ing of the Bible. Then the stern voice of the shep- 
herd addressed itself to them, “Whisht, women, -dinna 
ye see that the Buik is open?” 

There were choice saints in the olden days to whom 
God was pleased to reveal himself, and to whom, 
after the purifying experience of contemplating his 
holiness, he entrusted a precious and important minis- 
try. Their. testimony comes down to us with a singu- 
lar unanimity. Job says {Jeb 42:5, 6), “I have heard 
of thee by the hearing of the ear: but now mine eye 
seeth thee. Wherefore I abhor myself, and repent in 
dust and ashes.” Isaiah speaks, “I saw also-the Lord, 
... high and lifted up... . Then said I, Woe is me! 
for 1 am undone; ... for mine eyes have seen the 
King, the Lord of Hosts” (Isa. 6: 1-5). Ezekiel says, 
“Then I arose, and went forth . . . and, behold, the 
glory of the Lord stood there... and I fell on my face” 
(Ezek. 3: 23). Daniel also, “Then I lifted ‘up mine 
eyes, and looked . . . and saw this great vision, and 


. there remained no strength in me: for my comeliness 


was turned in me into corruption” (Dan. 10: 5-8), 
For believers, who “are builded together for an 
habitation of God through the Spirit” (Eph. 2: 22), 
there comes the additional realization fraught with 
tremendous solemnity, “This holy God lives in me,” 


. even as he has said, “Let them make me a sanctuary; 


that I may dwell among them” (Exod. 25:8). I am 
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“the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I 
will dwell in them, and walk in them” (2 Cor. 6: 16), 
and “‘your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which 
is in you” (1 Cor. 6:19). What a new sacredness 
invests this body and soul of mine in which the Holy 
Spirit’ of God has taken up residence, there to abide 
until the day we are presented “without reproach” in 
the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ! And having 
preserved our spirits unto the end, the Holy Spirit of 
God completes his work by also quickening our mortal 
bodies (Rom. 8:11), that in the resurrection -sancti- 
fied spirit and sanctified body may again be reunited 
for eternity. 

Truly, there can be no more powerful incentive to 
separation from all that is not of God than this. won- 
drous realization that hé is within us, and is our own 
God. May our heart’s cry be continually, “Have that 
which is thine-own, O Lord, utterly and forever.” 

BrusseELs, BELGIUM. 


The Victorious Life 


TT oe is a glorious message in The Bible Today. 
I read it in the hills about Hot Springs, and 
was lifted by it to the very throne of grace. Your 
opening idea on the surrender of God must*have been 
given to you on your knees. But every paragraph is 
rich, and so clear aud simple. Of course, you will put 
this into a leaflet. Hundreds will want it.” 

This is what a pastor wrote of an address given 
at the National Bible Institute, New York City, which 
has ‘been reprinted under the title “The Surrendered 
Life,” and may be had at $3 a hundred copies, 40 
cents a dozen, or 4 cents each, postpaid, from The 
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Sunday School Times Company, 325 North Thirteenth 
Street, Philadelphia. | 

Other pamphlets on the Victorious Life which may 
be had from The Sunday School Times Company are 
as follows: 


The Life that Wins.—The personal experience through 
which the writer was shown the truth of victory by faith 
in Christ. 20 cents a dozen copies;-$1.50 a hundred; 2 cents 
each. 


What Is Your Kind of Christianity?—A straightforward 
presentation of the believer’s freedom from the power as 
well as the penalty of sin. 40 cents a dozen copies; $ 
a hundred; 4 cents each. 

Real and Counterfeit Victory.—A plain, easily grasped 
statement of the vast difference between real and counter- 
feit victory in the Christian life. 40 cents a dozen copies; 
$3 a hundred; 4 cents each. 

Is Victory Earned or a Gift?—A Scriptural refutation of 
the prevalent notion that victory over sin can come only 
through effort on our part. jo cents a dozen copies; $2 a 
thundred; 3 cents each. 


Victory Without Trying.—It is as impossible to have vic- 
tory over sin by trying for it, as to be saved by trying 
for salvation. The Scriptural secret is shown here. 40 
cents a dozen copies; $3 4 hundred; 4 cents each. 

“Js."—An unexpected message on a precious New Testa- 
ment word of our Lord, in relation to the name of God, 
both combining in the secret of victory. 30 cents a dozen 
copies; $2 a hundred; 3 cents each. 

Victory’s Final Secret.—A message to the baffled Chris- 
tian who would know and take the final step for victory. 
Printed in exceptionally beautiful form; 20 cents a dozen 
copies, or 75 cents for 50. 

Perils of the Victorious Life.—Some of the snares that 
are sure .to beset those who are trusting Christ for vic- 
tory. 60 cents a dozen copies; $3 a hundred, or 6 cents 
each, postpaid. 








The testimony of a Chinese student 











How I Found the Lord 


By Albert Fenn 














In the autumn of 1926 the Rev. H. H. Davis accompanied his brother George T. B. Davis to China to co- 

operate in the Million Testaments for China Campaign. The Rev. H. H. Davis labored zealously, and was 

called to his heavenly home December 1, 1927. A few months before his home-call, Mr. Davis had the joy 

of leading a Chinese young man, Mr. Albert Fenn, to a decision for Christ. Mr. Fenn came to America to 

study the Bible preparatory to returning to his own land to witness for his new-found Saviour. The follow- 
ing narrative gives Mr. Fenn’s story, as he told it in his own words, of how he found the Lord. 


HANK the Lord for the privilege of giving my 
testimony for Jesus Christ. 

In August, 1927, I went to Shanghai to start my 
life anew. I was staying in the Chinese Y. M. C. A, 
where I did two hours work in the Vocational School 
in the evening. My real ambition was to study radio. 

One Sunday morning I was going to see Mr. Wood- 
bury, my former Sunday-school teacher. When I was 
near the corner of Quinsan Gardens I got mixed up 
about the street I should follow. While I was hesi- 
tating I saw a gentleman coming out from a house. 
We smiled at one another, and said “Good morning.” 
Believing he could direct me, I told him where I 
wanted to go. But he said he was not familiar with 
the directions either, but mentioned that it was time 
to go to church, and also persuaded me to go with 
him. He said we would see about the place aiter the 
church service, 

We went to the Free Christian Church. I .did not 
pay any attention to the church service, for I wanted 
to see Mr. Woodbury. After the service we walked 
to the place where we met before. I said good-by 
to him, but he invited me to go in and have lunch 
with him. “Well,” I said, “it’s not nice to accept your 
invitation, because we only met one another a few 
minutes ago.” But the sincerity on his face drew me 
to accept it. I did. At the table we became better 
acquainted. He told me to visit him soon. 

Two days later I visited him again. On my way 
I bought him a copy of The Saturday Evening Post. 
He told me that he didn’t care to read any kind of 
[secular] magazine. He liked to read his Bible: and 
also THE Sunpay ScuHoo.t Times. He gave me-sev- 
eral copies of THE Sunpay ScHoot Times. 

He told me to tell him more about myself: about my 
school work, my future aim, and the like. I told 
him that I would like to be a radio engineer. But I 
would have to work up to it. I was looking for a 
job. He said, “The Lord will provide.” He men- 
tioned that his brother, Mr. George T. B. Davis, was 
distributing Testaments in connection with the Million 
Testaments’ for China Campaign. But his brother 
wasn’t in Shanghai. He said, “Perhaps. he can offer 
you some work to do in the office.” Mr. 'H. H. Davis 
was helping in the Testament Campaign. Until his 
brother came back he could not tell me definitely. 

Two days later I went to him again. He gave me 
some wrapping work to do. First we went to the 
British and Foreign Bible Society for instruction. 
There we saw a number of workers wrapping up 
Testaments. On our way homie we bought some paper 





and string. and mucilage. I started on my new job 
that afternoon. ‘ 

He asked me to become his roommate. He showed 
me his mother’s plan of reading the Bible through in 
a-.year, by reading three chapters on week days and 
five on Sunday. He read with me one chapter every 
day —that means we read one chapter together, and 
he would read the remaining two chapters alone. At 
noon I ate very quickly, and then I would read aloud 
to him from Tue Sunpay ScHoot Times while he 
was finishing his lunch. After lunch I read one chap- 
ter. He kindly explained the difficulties in the Scrip- 
tures. Z 
. Later on I was invited to join in his morning 
prayers. He taught me to say a prayer after him: 
While praying for our dear ones we would pray 
silently, so that we wouldn’t interrupt one another. A 
few days later I joined in his evening prayer, too. We 
always attended meetings together. 

He said that we must give our hearts to Jesus and 
confess our sins. I told him that I did not drink, 
swear, or smoke, and my surroundings were always 
with missionaries. He said that doesn’t mean that I 
am saved. He told me to kneel down, and he offered 
a beautiful prayer. I confessed my sins and accepted 
Jesus as my personal Saviour. After we got up I 
felt like a new man. He told me that I should con- 
tinue to exercise my faith toward Jesus Christ our 
Redeemer, 

On December 1, 1927, Mr. Henry Davis was called 
to his heavenly ‘Home to be with the Lord. I cer- 
tainly missed him very much. [I still remember how 
we used to go to church arm in arm, and on our way 
how he used to sing hymns. .- 

Since he passed away his brother, George Davis, 
has been helping me to keep my faith. I came to this 
country with him. A few days after we reached Cali- 
fornia Mr. Davis took me to San Gabriel where I 
met quite a few of Henry’s dearest friends whose 
names were so familiar tome in his morning prayers. 

I hope the Load will give me wisdom and strength, 
and that he will use me to do his blessed work in 
China in the future. 

Hotiywoop, Cat. 


vg 


Faith takes the promises of a living God as though 
we heard them direct from his own lips; when fatth 
is in exercise, I talk to my Father as though he were 
close. beside me—The Rev. W. Pennefather, in the 
Keswick Calendar. 
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LESSON 10. SEPT.8 NEHEMIAH REBUILDING THE WALL OF JERUSALEM 


International Uniform Lesson.—Nehemiah 2: I to 7:4. 
Golden Text.—The people had a mind to work.— Neh. 4:6. 














The Lesson as a Whole 


By J. Russell Howden 


Foreword 
UR last lesson concerned the events of the sev- 
enth year of the King Artaxerxes, probably 
Darius Hystaspis (Ezra 7:8). ‘The present 
one deals with the events thirteen years later (Neh. 


2:1). If therefore we dated our last lesson in 458 
B. C., the events of the present one would fall in 
445 B. C. 


The Historical Setting 
~The work of restoration was begun under Joshua 
‘and Zerubabbel at the feast of Tabernacles, and com- 
pleted under Ezra and Nehemiah at the same festival 
- about a century later. From 536 to 445 B. C. the 
- werk had been going on slowly. There had been many 
‘ imerruptions. Relentless enemies without the city, 
and often very faint-hearted and feeble folks within, 
* pad all conspired to render the process a wearisome 
one’ And after well nigh a hundred years of effort 
* the most depressing news came to Nehemiah at. Susa 
(chap. 1). But Nehemiah -was not the man to take 
bad news with feeble resignation. To him it was ndt 
' the will of the Lord that Jerusalem should be in 
: ruins. He did not fold his hands in pious helplessness. 
' The disquieting news was to him God’s trumpet call 
. to action. It.brought Nehemiah out from the luxury 
' and ease of the Persian court to carry out by his own 
energy and initiative the work which his clear sight 
, at once discerned to be necessary. This was the re- 
|. building ‘of the walls of the city. It was not enough 
' te have the Temple reconsecrated and the services re- 
established. If the city or even the Temple itself was 
to be preserved, the restoration of the walls was a 
prime necessity. Ezra the priest had been naturally 
and rightly concerned with the reorganization of the 
Temple. Nehemiah the layman is concerned with the 
rebuilding of the walls and the re-establishment of 
the Jewish polity, Thus each of the two men was 
the complement of the other. And as at the beginning 
of the restoration God associated the priest and the 
‘ fayman, so it was at the end. Josephus thus sums 
up the work and character of Nehemiah. ..He was a 
man of good and righteous character, and very am- 
bitious to make his own nation happy. And he has 
left the walls of Jerusalem as an eternal monument of 
himself. 


Verse by Verse 
Nehemiah 4:6.—The wall was begun but it was by 
- no means finished. It had been brought up to about 
half of its designed height. The people working on 
. the wall would therefore be exposed to attack without 
much cover. In addition, there seems to have been 
serious shortage of supplies (v. 10). Under these 
circumstances the Jews dwelling round about strongly 
urged that the work be given up (v. 12}. Nehemiah’s 
answer to all this confusion and despondency was 
straight and clear. Unwearied vigilance, unwavering 
confidence in God, and unceasing labor to get the city 
‘ into a condition of defense. 


Verse 16.—From that time forth, The arrange- 
ments appear to have been (1) that half of the people 
worked. while the other half — on guard; (2) that 

‘even. those working had their weapons -attached to 
their persons; (3) that nobody. ever entirely laid 
aside his weapons night or day for any purpose what- 

~ soever. These arrangements. would necessarily slow 

.down the building operations, bit they were well de- 
signed in. view of the extreme danger with which the 

! Jews were confronted. The rulers.were behind. That 

- 1s, they moved each of them round his own section of 

‘the wall for. which he was responsible. Their duty 

“was to encoutage and direct those who .were doing 
the manual-work. Some such eyersight was obviously 

“ mecessary in a.work of this magnitude, and especially 
in view of the hazardous conditions under: which it 

- was being carried out. ol 

Verse 18.—He that sounded the trumpet was by me. 

* Nehemiah reserved to: himself the general oversight 
and watchfulness for the whole circuit of the works. 
He could command the view round the whole area and 
could mass his troops quickly at any point where an 
attack. might be threatened. 


Verse 21.—Till the stars appeared. So eagerly did 
they work that it was only when they could no longer 
see that they ceased for the day. 

A Lesson Outline 
1. Faith’s test. Nehemiah at: the court of the king. 
' The bad news. The anxious circumstances. The risk 
that Nehemiah ran even in asking leave of absence. 


Fd 


Devotional Reading: Psalm 85: 1-7. 
Primary Topic: Working Together. 
Lesson Material : Nehemiah 2: 13-t7; 4: 6, 15-27. 

Memory Verse: ‘lhe people had a mind to work.—Neb. 4: 6. 
Junior Topic: Working Together. 
Lesson Material: Nehemiah 2: 13-17; 4: 6, 15-21. 
Memory Verse: The people had a mind to work.—Neh. 4: 6. 





Intermediate and ‘opic: Teamwork. 
Tegte fer ‘Youss Peele and Adaie: Co-operation in Religi 
ork, 











The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in. the lesson helps is 
4:6, 15-21 


4:6So we built the wall; and all the wall was joined 
together unto half the height thereof: for the people had a 
mind te work. 


15 And it camie to pass, when our enemies heard that it 
was known unto us, and God had brought their counsel to 
nought, that we returned all of us to the wall, every one 
unto his work. 16 And it came to pass from that time 
forth, that half of my servants wrought in the work, and 
half of them held the spears, the shields, and the bows, and 
the coats of miail} and the rulers were behind” all the: house 
of Judah. i7 They that ‘builded the wall and they that 
bare burdens leded themselves; every one with one of:his 
hands wrought in the work, and with the other held his 
weapon; 18 and the builders, every one had his sword girded . 
by his side; and so builded. And he that sounded the trum- 
pet was by me. 19*And I said junto the nobles, and to the | 
? rulers to the rest of the people, The work is great 
and large, and we are separated upon the wall, one far from 
another: 20 in what place soever. ye hear the sound of the 
trumpet, resort ye thither unto us; our God will fight for us. 

21 So we wrought in the work: and half of them held the 
spears from the rising of the morning till the stars 


2Or, all the house of Judah that builded the wall. And 
they that &c. *Or, deputies. 


Words shown in the text in light-face type are those 
generally indicated in the. American Standard Versien 
in italic, and are supplied to make sense. 


American Revision copyright, toor, by Themas Nelson & Sons 








2. Faith’s trial. Fears. Opposition from the enemies 
without. Discouragement received from friends. De- 
pression among his fellow workers. 


3. Faith’s triumph. 
Golden Topics 
1. The ordering of the life of the child of God as 


_typified in the city of Jerusalem. 


(1) The altar erected. God’s work always begins, 
at the center and extends to the circumference. The 
Devil’s work usually, though not always, begins at the 
circumference and reaches inward. God begins by his 
voice calling in the secret recesses of a child’s heart. 





When Nehemiah Built the Wall 
By Amos R. Wells 


HEN Nehemiah built the wall he fitst surveyed 
the ground; he viewed the tumbled ruins, a 
dreary, saddening round. But then he called a 
council and all with ardor filled: ‘*The Lord is 
with us,’” he proclaimed; ‘‘ let us arise and build.”” 
When Nehemiah built the wall, to each he gave his 
work, and rich and poor and young and old had tasks 
they dared not shirk: as, Shallum built the fountain 
gate, and Hasshub built a tower, and each had pieces 
of the work according to his power; When Nehe- 
miah built the wall, he took exceeding care that,each 
the ramparts by his home should eagerly repair; so 
toiled the worker for his wife and for his children 
dear, and ‘raised the -bulwark-by his house, protec-. 
tion stoutly near. When Nehemiah built the wall . 
he watched the toiling. bands, and ever he was in- 
stant with his praises and commands, and ever: he 
. inspiréd them with a zeal that. didnot irk, and all - 
the busy people had an ardent mind to work. When - 
Nehemiah built the wall his foes made much ado, 
Sanballat and Tobiah and all their noisy crew; they 
ridiculed and threatened, they_plotted and they lied, 
and all the ctaft of Satan msidiously plied. But Nehe- 
miah set a watch and prayed withall hismight. ‘‘ Be 
not afraid,”’ he boldly said;. “‘ our God for us will 
fight.”” And when they sought to lure him offtoalittle 
country town, ** Mine is a mighty work,”’ he said, 
‘‘and I cannot come down.**: So Nehemiah built 
the wall, and put his purpose through, not stayed he 
for Sanballat and all that noisy crew, but held 
his task as vital and his life of little worth; and such 
as Nehemiah are the glory of the earth. 














. day-sehool .teachers .and 


’ typified by a wall. 


The Devil in seeking to mar our lives often begins 
with some little matter of ext.rnal faithfulness. He 
tempts us to neglect prayer or Bible reading or some 
known and remembered duty. And this is often the 
way and the beginning of a decline. 

~ (2) The Temple was built. There follows in the 
life the inward consecration to God, and the delight 
in w rshiping him. , 

(3) The walls were built. The outward life and 
conduct is brought into harmony with the new relation- 
ship to God which has been established: These pro- 
cesses took nearly a hundred years‘in the case. of 
Jerusalem. We need to see that théy:are speeded up 
in eur own lives. Every Victorious: Life Conference 
or Keswick Convention is for the individual very much 
what Nehemiah’s visit to Jerusalemwas to the com- 
munity and city. 

2. Nehemiah’s own character is one which we shall 
do well to ponder, and by God’s grace emulate. Chil- 
dren: are‘ usually interested in ‘biography if the story 
of the here be. well, and wisety told. Great principles 
are always -much more interesting and. attractive to 


. all of us: when they are seen embodied: in a great’ life. 


Nehemiah’s undaunted. faith and courage make him a 


’ fascinating. study for ‘any healthy minded ‘boy or girl. 


3. Note the-beautiful co-operation between Nehemiah 
and. Ezra... Each was. the complement of. the other. 
There: appears to have been*no frictiom<or_-jealousy 


_ between::them. They co-operated whole-heartedly in 


the common task. This is an object lesson for. Sun- 
nd superintendents as well as 


for ‘the pupils: 


The Practical Aim = 


Faith: 
Final. Word 


Who is on the-Lord’s side? 

Who will serve the King? 
Whe will be His helper 

Other lives to bring? 
Who will leave the world’s side? 

Whe will face the foe? 
Who is on the Lord’s side; 

Who for Him will go? ‘ : 

—Frances: Ridley Havergal. 


TUNBRIDGE WELLS, ENG. : 
we FI 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an_ unusual 
one, andi sccounts for their variety, stimulus. and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 


The Sunday School Times staff,—-Mr. Howden, Professor 
Ellis, Mrs. Hatton, Mrs, Askew, Mr. Smith,, and an 
Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. ave you 


tried assigning some of the a to’ different mem- 
bers of your class, letting them. see whether they can 
discover the answers as given in the following issue? 


N WHAT feature of the ‘deeply spiritual life is the 
Book of Nehemiah especially rich? " 
- What striking combination does this make in this 


3- What does Nehemiah’s only (recorded) long prayer 
reveal as to the form of aceeptable prayer? 


4. What other long prayer is recorded in’ this book? 
. What are the ‘netable features of this prayer? 

. What was the deepest interest of Nehemiah ? 

. How did he‘.show it? 

. What characteristics: did he manifest? , 


. Hew did the cause of the Lord operate.in the devel- 
opment of his character? 


10.. Where is found a complete list of.defensive and 
offensive armor- for the Christian? 


11. Name.three most important structures 


C6 ON AN 


one builds as 
12, Name the only safe and sure foundation for one’s 
spirituak’wall building: .—. 
.13.. What does Paul say shall be. the.test of our wall? 
: ° Answers to Last Week's Questions 


The answers to the lesson. questions of the. preceding 


“ week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


“et 


A merely divine Saviour: could. not be a Saviour for 
me. A merely human. Saviour could not be a Sav- 
tour for me. But a Saviour in whom deity and hu- 
manity:> meet, a Saviour who is. at once God and man, 
is just the Saviour. I need, and the Saviour that you 
need; @ Saviour that is able to save to the uttermost 
all that come unto God through him—Dr. R. A. Tor- 
rey, in the Keswick Calendar. 

















‘Lesson: for September 8 


This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





Tue Law or Association—Ideas which are 
learned together tend to recur together. 











OME chazacters are so outstanding in their traits 
Ss that as we study their activities we are led to 
associate these traits with them. Certain Bible names, 
for instance, such as Joseph, or Daniel, or Paul, will 
naturally recall men of a very definite type of char- 
acter. It is good to make these associations so strong 
in the minds of children and youth that the mere men- 
tion of the name will be sufficient to start a train of 
- connection with the type of characteristics that are 
- not only good for them to think upon but to emulate. 
- Nor is it to-be: forgotten that to think upon them is to 
initiate the emulation of them. . 

In our lesson today: we have one of the Bible char- 
acters with-whom it is possiblé to associate traits that 
should: lend to: the recall of his name such a combina- 
tion of characteristics as should' make his personality 
outstanding im suggestiveness. The detail of the facts 
of the lesson may therefore be undertaken with this 
in mind, and thus our study will yield us more than 
- the mere gaining of a story; it may become a revelation 
: of a character whognot only moves through the story, 
. but is in large measure under God the creator of: the 
story. It will be possible here to indicate but.a few of 
‘ the traits. which the narrative will yield. But. the 
teacher should persevere in: a preparation that will 
‘ make possible the presentation of a somewhat rounded 
° character. Unselfishness is a trait that bulks large 

in- N i but this is almost a by-product of his 

devotion to’ Gediand his concern for the things of God. 
His: zeal fer: God' leads him to*tnselfishness and cour- 
age, while His wisdom and ergahizing ability are. put 
’ at thie service of this:zéal.for.God. - His native abilities 
‘are enlisted im:the cause ef God, and the finer quali- 
ties of character flower out as he throws himsel 
his all into the cause that grips his soul. 


Huntinooon, Pa. 
ie 


The Busy: Men’s Corner 
By ‘William H, Ridgway 


Religion and Work.—So we built the wall; .. 
for the people had a@ mind to work (v. 6). Com- 
paratively few folks nowadays have a mind to work, 
If you do not accept this statement suppose you con- 
sult some of those who have occasion to employ folks 
for work. Just one to the hundred probably. It is 
indeed the rare one who has the mind to work when 
the word “mind” stands for determination. It just 
occurs. to me that this may be one of the reasons the 
great corporation prefers. the college man who has 
had to work his way through... Our forefathers and 
mothers built these great “walls” of America because 
they were not afraid te work. In those pioneer days 
it was to chop and plow and sow and reap from sunup 
_to sundown: None of the eight hours work, eight 
hours for sleep, and eight hours for play in those days. 
. Yet these old dirt farmers brought things to pass and 
piled up a competency. They spent their money for 
_lumber for pigpens and corncribs, and not for gasoline 
and rubber —and interest on notes. Things in this 
world worth while come by hard’ work and lots of it. 
That celebrated artist in whatever line, music, painting, 
or any other spent many long hours in practice. Genius 
has been defined as a capacity for hard work. Men 
and women of weak mentality are rarely good workers. 
Simple Simon may: be all right for going over the 
campus and gathering up the papers and for running 
errands, but he has no mind to work.- In the religious 
world it is the men and women of strongest mentality 
who are the best workers for the Lord. In fact, when 
the lazy man gets converted he wants to get to work. 
His religion gives him a mind to work. Indeed, that 
’ organization has the best workers which has the most 
religion in ity That concern that encourages noonday 
prayer-meetings and Pocket Testament 
cultivating minds: for work: It is good business as 
well as good religion. Russia kicked out religion and, 
as I write, is on the point of breaking down industrially 
because “workers” have no mind to work. 


Work and Fight.—Every one. with one of his hands 
wrought in the work, and with the other held his 
weapon (v. 17). Seunds just like early American 
history. Pilgrim Fathérs in New England. Scotch- 
Irish in Pennsylvania. Cavaliers in the South. Wild 
-and woolly Westerners. These built the walls of our 
country in just this very way, as every school boy 
~knows: When you are tempted to be indifferent to 
the things striking murderously at the fotindations of 
this ‘country get: Parkman’s “A Century of Conflict” 
and Reosevelt’s “Winning of the West,” and find out 
a little bit what it cost to build the walls of our land. 
Great things usually cost a great price. They are 
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usually. two-handed things. The hand that works. and 
the hand that fights. The great painters worked and’ 
fought poverty. Millet in France. Brakeléck in 
America.. And a whole: host of others in the past and 
now in the present. Barye worked at his litle mas- 
terpieces, — any one of which now sells for more than 
its weight in gold,—and nobody would buy them. 
Ditto with “Papa Corot.” Five thousand and ten 
thousand dollars a square foot now for a Corot. 
Howe the inventor perfected chis sewing machine and 
fought want in his cheap boarding house. But they 
all worked and fought and won. All healthy normal 
life is an.existence of work and weapon. Paul, one of 
God’s favorites, says as his suf went down and his 
star came up, “I have fought a good fight.” He 
could have added, as few men have: had the same right, 
“ft have done a great work.” Jerusaleny came back 
’ because every mother’s son of the liitle pioneer com- 
pany of desert-defiers and Heaven-trusters was ready 
with crowbar and gun, so to speak. Things get done 
for the Lord nowadays when all handy are ready to 
work>and fight for the success of that work. 


Success Insurance.—The work_is great and. large, 
. . « in what place soever ye hear the sound: of* the 
trumpet, resort ye thither; our God will! fight for us 
(vs. 19, 20). I will never forget my first’ meeting 
with Nehemiah. I read him and: reread him-time after 


time. As the boys would say —and the girls, too— 
“I fell for him.” My kind of-fellow. The king's 
chum. “Say, Nemie, what’s. the matter with you?: 


You look as if you had lost your last friend.” “Qh, 
your majesty, the old home folks. back: there in: Jeru- 
salem are reported to be in ‘a very bad way, and’ it’s 
breaking my heart.” Then the king hands: his favorite 


a blank check: all. dated and signed: “Fill: it’ in. for. 


what you want,” said his royal:master. Did: Netiemiah 
do this? He did not. He went into his closet_and 
closed: the door, and; bowing. before his God; said, 
“Lord, tell.me what I shall write over the king’s sig- 
nature.” .And God told him (Neh. 2:1+4); Right 
then and there Nehemiah insured the certain success 
of the Subsequent enterprise. ‘There was. to be sure 
work and weapon holding to be done and enemies: to 
be withstood and: thwarted, but Nehemiah won when 
he took God into partnership. Se will you: But every 
fellow must work.and fight his way to success. “Qur 
God will fight for us,” Nehemiah tells his people. God 
always does. That is to say, he fights when: we fight. 
_ God never fights for the swivel chair warrior. Why 
should he? God is with the “Shock Troops.” I‘ have 
always liked that old song we youngsters used to sing 


' at the little’ old schoolhouse: 


“Try not, Edgar, did you say? 

Chase that idle thought away ! 

Take your book from off the, shelf; 

God helps him who helps himself, 
Trust and try. Trust and try.” 


The way to build up the walls of your life is to work. 
Keep the ear open for the sound of the trumpet, and 
have God fight for you. Mark you this, God is not 
likely to do much fighting for one he does not know. 








ae a 
Lesson Calendar 
The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 
the year may be had from The Sunday School Times 


Company, 323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, 
at 10 cents a copy, or $1 a dozen, 


1. July 7.—The Story of Ezekiel. Ezek, 1: 1-3; 
2:1 to 3:273 21-4; Il }22-25; 24 : 1§-24;. 33 : 30°33 
2. July 14.—Ezekiel Teaches Personal Responsibility. 
Ezek, 18: 14323 33: 1-20 
3. July 21.—Ezekiel’s Vision of Hope ...,....Ezek; 47 : 1-12 
4. July 28—The Story of Daniel. Dan. 1: 1-21; 
2213-19; 4:19; 7:28; 8: 15-18; 9: 20-23; 10:1-19; 12:9 
5: August 4.—Belshazzar’s Feast. (Temperance Lesson.) 
Dan. § : 1-31 
6 August 11.—Daniel Among the Lions. ...... Dan, 6; 1-28 
7. August 18—The Return from Captivity. 
Jer. 29: 10-14; Ezra 1:1-11; Psa. 126: 1-6 
8. August 25.—Rebuilding the’ Temple. 
Ezra 3:1 to 6:22; Psa, 8: 1-12. 
9. September 1.—Ezra’s Return to Jerusalem. 
Ezra 7:1 to 8:36 
10. September: &—Nehemiah Rebuilding the: Wall of 
SPINE hs Faecisie gc vecesetsvces Neh. 2:1 to 7:4 
11, September 15.—Teaching the Law of God ..Néh, 8: 3-18 
12. September 22—Malachi Foretells a New- Day 
Mal.1:1 t0 4:6 
13. September 29.—Review: Sigr‘ficance of the Exile . 
and : the. Restoration, , 


Fourth Quarter 
1. October 6.—Recognizing Our Debt to Others, 
Neh. 4: 15-23; Mark 12: 28-34; Rom, ~ rg-: 1-73 
Phil. 2: 1-8; Col. 3 2123 4:1; Jas: 2: 14°37. 
2 October 13.—Keeping Fit for the Sake of Others. 
(Temperance Lesson.) Dan. 1 : 8-20; ' Cor. 
9: 19-27; « Tim. 4: 7-12; 2 Tim. 2-: 1-5. 
3. October 20.—Useful Work a Christian Duty. 
Gen. 2:15; Exod. 20:9; Neh. 6:3; John 5: 173 
9 : 4; Acts 20 : 33-35; 2 Thess. 3 :.6-12; Eph: 4: 28, 
s..November 3.—Respect for Rightful Authority 
(World’s Temperance Sunday). Mark- 12: 13-17; 
om, 33: 1-14; 1 Pet. 2: 13-17. 
6. November 10—World Peace Through Mutual 
Understanding. Isa. 2: 2-4; 11 : 6-10; 19 : 23-253 





- number of. bullets that’ missed: me.” 


Acts 17 : 22-28; Eph, 4 : 4-6, »3-19; John 4: 20, a1. 
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He’ could scarcely be expected to fight: upon the side 
of the fellow who disobeys him, breaks all his laws, 
and has ne use for him except for swearing purposes. 
It need be no-mystery why some folks have no pro- 
tection, no security, no peace, no happiness, no pros- 
perity. 

COATESVILLE, Pa. 


we: 
The Mlustration Round-Table 


LL. readers are invited to send illustrations for this 

department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 

accepted, and two dollirs for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not.to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully_a leaflet’ explaining the 
conditions’ ofthis department. The full list of lessons tor 
the year, with this leafiet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
illustrations’ are’ constantly’ having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 
full months: in advance of the date a the lesson. 


Preference will. be given to illustrations on that portion 
of o Bg text indicated im the lesson list after the 
word “Prinx.” 


Illustrations on other verses’ than the Golden Text are 
specially desired, though some on the Golden Text.are aiso 


What Struck:Him Most—Be not ye afraid of them: 
remember. the.Lord (4:14). A young: soldier was 
back: from: service in South Africa, and‘ a.lady was 
endeavaring to persuade him to tell of his. experiences. 
Tommy, who was Itfish, tried. to get out of it by 
saying that nothing haa ever happened to him;. but 
the lady. was: persistent:. “Something must have hap- 
pened,’ she déclared. “Now tell’ me in all your ex+ 
‘periences: in-South Africa,- what: was: it that struck you 
most?” as a ong == fre Tomas, after ar 
thought,’ “th ing: ' shtruck me most was th’ 
4 “y So Nehemiah 
would! be struck most by the number of dangers that 
threatened: him, only. to. be diverted'’by the. protect- 


‘ine hand! of! Géd.—Sent by J, A. Clark, Hempsteads, 


Bacup, Eng. Prize illustration. 


All Are Needed.—Half a ey Servants wrought in 
the: work, and half of them hetd' the spéars, the shields, 
and the: bows, and. the- coats: of mail; and.the rulers 
were behind! all-the; house of Judah (v. 16). At the 
Prince of Wales College for Aftiean youth at Achi- 
mota, Gold Coast; Africa, Alexander: Fraser, a Briton, 
was principal, and Kwegyir Aggrey, an African, was 
vice-principal. “God' knew what he was doing when 
he made me black,” said Dr. Aggrey one day to the 
writer, flashing into his happy laugh. “He didn’t 
want me to be white or gray, but just black” (which 
Dr. Aggrey certainly was). “If you are playing the 
piano you can’t play a good tune with the white notes 
alone; you must have the black ones too. And God 
wants to play his tunes with his black notes and his 
white notes together.”—From “Black Treasure.” Sent 
by B: M. Dobbin, Eskridge, Kan. 


How to Get Up Early.—A mind to work (Golden 
Text). Dr.:Adam Clarke, the well-known commenta- 
tor and: theologian, was an early riser. A young 
preacher wanted the eminent minister to tell him how 
he managed to do it. “Do you pray about it?” he 
asked. “No,” was the reply, “I get up.”—Sent by W. 
J. fart, D.D., Cticea: NV : 


Knock Out the Imp.—The. people had a mind to 
work (Golden Text). Sir Robert Baden Powell, 
founder of the Boy Scout movement, recently gave this 
advice to his youthful troops: “If you are up against 
a hard job that seems impossible, kriock: out. the ‘imp’ 
and. work heartily and .cheerily.”,—From The Union 
Signal. Sent by Mrs. Coward, Lucet, Jamaica, B. 


The Persistent Grass.—The: people had a mind to 
work (Golden Text). A large piece of cloth had been 
thrown on the grass to dry, and had-been forgotten. 
Qne morning’ Jimmy Came running in, calling, “Oh, 
Mother, just come out’ here and see -how the grass 
must have wanted to. grow very much”; for all over 
the cloth little green blades had made their way 
through, and were nodding: above~it, as if- to say, “We 
don’t give up when things are hard’’—From The 
Friend. Sent: by Mrs. M..Watts, Ewell; Surrey, Eng. 


Why They Had a Mind to Work.—The people had 
a mind to work (Golden Text). The heating apparatus 


_of Miiller’s Orphan- Home unexpectedly gave out. 


Winter had commenced. Miiller said; “I asked. the 
Lord for twe. things—that he would be pleased to 
change the north wind inté-a seuth wind, and that he 
would give the workmen a mind to work.” The day 
came. The wind changed to the south. The weather 
was so mild that the fire was not needed. At 8.30 in 
the evening the head mechanic came to see if the work 
could be speeded up. He said to his foreman: “You 
had better work: late. this evening and ‘finish early in 
the morning:’- -“We- would rather ~work -all . night, 
now that we are here,” said the men. By morning the 
leak was repaired and the fire was soon under the 
boilers. AJl that time, seme thirty hours, the wind 
came from the south—From “The Wonders of 
Prayer,” by D. W. Whittle. Sent by C. V. Tenney, 
Goodwins Mills, Me. ~ ' te 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee for the courage and faithful- 
ness of those who put their lives into con- 
structive work for thee. We thank thee for 
Nehemiah, and those with him who shared 
in the rebuilding of Jerusalem’s wall against 
the attacks of enemies with such devotion and 
wise planning. Help us in thy service to 
work together with faithfulness and efficiency. 
If opposition comes to confront us when in 
thy work, with danger and obstruction, may 
we join hands in the task, and unitedly work 
and pray to the end that thy will may be 
done. We ask it in Jesus’ name. Amen, 


After the Lesson.—A man was once 
traveling through a country region where 
the train stopped occasionally at small 
stations, and he noticed a man who got 
off at every station, walked around, ap- 
parently asked some questions, and then 
got on board again. He looked like a man 
who needed work. The traveler said to 
him, “My friend, are you looking for 
work down this way?” The rather 
slouchy looking man replied, “Stranger, 
that’s exactly what I hain’t a-lookin’ 
fer!” There may be some of us in this 
Sunday-school who feel like answering 
in almost that way when the pastor asks 
us to undertake something that he thinks 
we are fitted to do. What was the Golden 
Text for this lesson? Yes, “The people 


FOR GREAT RESULTS 


Venn TH GOD 
WORKING RUSTINGLY WITH 


HAVE WE ‘A MIND*TO WORK” ? 

















had a mind to work.” Just think what 
the work of our church would be like if 
that could be said of all of us! Working 
together we accomplish wonders under 
God’s guidance and favor; working sep- 
arately or reluctantly, or working un- 
willingly just because some one asks us 
to take hold, we accomplish so little! 
Could we write up over the door of our 
Sunday-school, “These people have a 
mind to work”? May God help us to 
have the willingness and purpose and 
faithfulness which will accomplish much 
in his service! Let us pray. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
we 


For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


EAD the first six chapters of Nehe- 
miah. You will find that the chil- 
dren are not so well acquainted with 
Nehemiah as they are with some Bible 
characters. So if you help them see 
the beauty and strength of his character, 
and get his name and the story of his 
work fixed in their minds, you will have 
done them a lasting service. 
Nehemiah was cupbearer to the king 
of Persia. This was.an important office, 
and it kept him in the palace in company 
with the king most of the time. So of 
course he lived in great luxury. 
But one day his brother, Hanani, and 
some other men from Jerusalem, came 
to see Nehemiah and he asked them about 
the people who had gone back home. The 
men told him that the people in Jeru- 
salem were having a real, hard time. 
There were only a few people living in 
a large city with the walls all battered 
down and the gates burned, and there 
were troublesome enemies living near. It 
hurt Nehemiah very deeply to know of 
the troubles of his people. He did what 
every one should do when in trouble — 
he prayed. He also reminded God of 
a promise to Moses for his people when 
in captivity. 
God heard his prayer, and softened the 
heart of the king, for when Nehemiah 
told him of the trials of the people and 
of the condition of Jerusalem, he ap- 
pointed Nehemiah governor of the city, 


Life had been easy for Nehemiah in 
the king’s palace, and he knew it would 
be a hard task to rebuild the walls of 
Jerusalem. But he loved God, and he 
loved his people, so he did not “want to 
live in pleasure while his people were in 
trouble. He believed God wou.d help 
him, and he went at once to Jerusalem. 
The king. sent captains of the army and 
horsemen with him. After reaching the 
city he rested three days. Then before 
he told anyone what God had put in his 
heart to do, he arose one night and rode 
around the walls and saw just what was 
to be done. Then he called the people 
together and said to them: “Let us build 
up the wall of Jerusalem.” He told them 
how God had blessed him, and that the 
king had promised to help him. The 
people were greatly encouraged by his 
words, and they all said: “Let us rise 
up and build.” 

The priests and the people were divided 
into companies, and each company prom- 
ised to build a certain part of the wall. 
They all set to work cheerfully. But their 
enemies, Sanballat and Tobiah, did all 
they could to hinder the work. At first 
they made fun of the builders because 
they were not the strong nation they once 
were. Sanballat said: ‘‘What do these 
feeble Jews?” And Tobiah said: “Even 
that which they build, if a fox go up, he 
shall even break down their stone wail.” 
The children will understand how hard 
it was to listen to such ugly talk. But 
Nehemiah did not answer back; he talked 
to God about it. 

The people had a mind to work, and 
they kept on until the wall was joined 
together. all around the city about half- 
way up, and we are sure it was a good 
strong wall. Then their enemies were 
real angry and planned to raise an army 
and fight against Jerusalem. This time 
all the people joined in prayer, and set a 
watch day and night, — and the army did 
not come. 

After this a still harder test came to 
the brave leader. The builder became dis- 
couraged. There was so much rubbish 
which was hard to move, so they said: 
“We are not able to build the wall.” 
The people were afraid, too, for Sanballat 
and his helpers kept saying that they were 
coming to cause the work to stop. But 
Nehemiah would not be discouraged, be- 
cause he believed in God. He made sol- 
diers out of all the people, arming them 
with swords, spears, bows, and arrows. 
He had them stand guard at different 
places behind the wall, and told the fright- 
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ened: people not to be afraid but to remem- 
ber the Lord. The army did not come 
this time either, and the people went back 
to work again. Half of them worked on 
the wall with a sword fasténed to his 
girdle, while the other half stood watch 
with other weapons. Still their enemies 
did not come. They knew that God was 
with Nehemiah and his men, and they 
were afraid to comie. But they sent a 
messenger and asked Nehemiah to come 
and see them, intending to kill him. They 
did this four times, but Nehemiah sent 
a message that he was doing a great work 
and could not come. They then sent him 
an insulting letter and tried in other 
ways to hinder his work. But Nehemiah 
prayed to,God, and kept on until the wall 
was finished and the gates set up. 
Sing “Faith Is the Victory.” 
Curnton, S. C. 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





1. Building the Temple of old. 


1. “To the work, to the work, we are 
servants of God.” 


2. “Working together with Him.” 








‘as a master-builder. 





ORE than-a hint was dropped in 

this lesson article, a week or two 
ago, as to opening your giris’ eyes to the 
‘reverse side of the “young people’s prob- 
lem” in the church; that is, the prevalent 
idea that we must consider solely what 
the church ought to do for its young 
people. It was suggested that more em- 
phasis be placed on the opposite question 
—what young people can and ought to 
do for the church. Many of us who are 
not young ‘can testify that we found joy 
in our young Christian lives in that way, 
when the church scarcely took notice 
that its young members were a special 
group needing specialized attention. 
Rather the-young people themselves felt 
a great obligation of loving gratitude for 
the church, and sought diligently what 
they might do for it. 

Here, in this lesson, we have the Bible’s 
finest example of how to do the Lord’s 
work, so it makes a good follow-up les- 
son for the one mentioned. The hymn 
quoted above is one of the oldest of the 
“Gospel songs,” but it still brings a 
stirring message not at all unnecessary 





in this decade. Youth has ever energy 





Nehemiah had his 
* 34s, and we our4: 
but equally futile 
is their opposition 
if the people of God 
‘haveamindto Y 


work?’ See Jude.20. 
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and sent him to build up its walls and 
set up its gates, 
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Advancement of Atheism. 
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sufficient for great work, welcomes . big 
things to do, and, when they are mm 
truth “servants of. God,” those Ing. things 
are well done. The writer has just closed 
a series of Bible lessons in a State yourig 
people’s conference, and has -been-freshly 
impressed with the capacities of young 
people for spiritual work— when they 
are earnest “servants of God.” 

2. Your girls will be at once intérestéd 
in Nehemiah’s stupendous task, if you 
will give them the actual facts. concerfiing 
the measurements of that wall, . the many 
kinds of difficulties that beset the work 
in addition to its size, and the disheartened 
state of the workers — greatest of all dif- 
ficulties. You will have to give the Book 
of Nehemiah a full rereading in order 
to do this vividly, as it is therein written. 
Nehemiah wrote no less strenuously than 
he worked; his book is not “slow” read- 
ing! To complete such apiece of sione- 
work in. fifty-six. days, today, with -all 
our efficiency aids in the way of tools and 
machinery, would be remarkable enough 
to mark any man who could do ‘it today 
How much more, 
then, in Nehemiah’s time! Do not fail 
to think of each separate phase of this 
work, and of Nehemiah’s skill in leader- 
ship—his initiative, energy, tact, and 
courage (a rare and fine combination!), 
and genuine unselfishness. 

But save time to call final attention to 
the deepest secret of, his success —his 
constant recourse to prayer. ‘Have the 
girls mark the eight times he spoke in 
direct prayer (as recorded in his. brief 
chapters), besides the dozen or more times 
definite allusions are made to God’s hand 
in the work. Surely this man of Old 
Testament times knew the secret, long 
afterward put into words by a follower of 
Christ, of “working together with Him.” 
- If some earnest-hearted girl of yours 
wants to know how to work for God, let 
her learn, from Nehemiah, how to work 
with God. —~ . " 

Home Study 

Memorize this week some ‘key verses 
from Nehemiah: 4:9, 14; 8:10, last 
clause; 10: 39, last clause; 13:14. 

Decatur, Ga. 
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Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Beginning: Sword and trowel. 

Discussion: Let the fellows name some 
legitimate things that come unsought 
into their plans for service. 

Objective: Tackling life as God orders . 

it. i 

AY, fellows, these wall builders under 

Nehemiah must have -been sorely 
handicapped by their weapons. How 
would you like to lay brick or stone, with 
a trowel in one hand and a sword in the 
other? That was one difficulty under 
which those brave fellows worked, build- 
ing the wall, and # was no picnic. The 
work was hard enough with both hands 
free. The sun was hot and the day was 
long, and — well, I suppose_a fellow just 
had to content himself with turning out 
a half day’s work in a day, which the 
record says was “from the rising of the 
morning till the stars appeared.” Yet 
those were the conditions under which 
they worked. But they wrought, day by 
day; and they watched while they 
wrought, and kept a keen ear for the 
sound of the trumpet that would give 
warning of the enemy’s approach: At 
any moment it might be necessary to drop 
the trowel and shift the sword to the 
right hand. “So,” the record continues, 
“the wall was finished .. . in fifty and 
two days. And it came to’ pass, that when 
all our enemies heard ‘thereof, and all the 
heathen that were about us saw these 
things,.they were much cast down in their 
own eyes: for they perceived that this 
yore was wrought of our God” (Neh. 

3-38); 

Fellows, that is a magnificent state- 
ment. I would that such a summing up 
could be! made of my career when it shall 
be closed: “So he finished his wall, and 











it came to pass that when the enemies of 
his soul; and the skeptics who said his 




















Lesson for September 8 


faith was misplaced, saw these things, 
‘they were much cast down in their own 
eyes: for they; perceived it was God who 
had been working through him.” 

Every fellow who would build a wall 
for God must work with sword and 
trowel. But the sword is to fight a spir- 
itual enemy. Ofttimes to the “beginner 
it seems to be a handicap or an interrup- 


tion. The sword of the Spirit is God’s 
Word. It takes time to feed with it — 
on it. There is a temptation to slight it 


and go on to other things. But we can- 
not’ build without it. It is a weapon both 
for defense and to.fight through with. 
And as a fellow comes to know his Bible, 
he finds it is not simply a fighting weapon 
clanking at his side, but more and more 
a conscious source of inspiration and 
power, helping him handle the trowel and 
place the stones in his wall for solid build- 
ing. 

The weapon hanging heavily and awk- 
wardly at the side may be some trying 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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interruption or obligation not known to 
the world. \ 
pendent on God and to refine and stabil- 
ize the quality of your work. Paul had 
a “thorn in the flesh.” 
move the thorn in answer to Paul’s three 
times asking, but left it there, so Paul 
could better realize God’s power in his 
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has battled against obstacles or stiff cur- 
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It is to make you more de- 


God did not re- 


life. Every man who has-ever achieved 
anything for God that was worth while 


rents which seemed to be apart from his 
work. 

Fellows, building life is not easy. Flaws 
in the building, soft spots, and flabby 
structure would work in if it were easy. 
But the sword at our side, the interrup- 
tions the non-contributing obligations, 
keep us whetted and keen to make the 
building ‘sure. 


Greenssoro, N. C, 
4 


Last Week’s Questions Answered 


‘On the lesson of September 1) 


1. Many believe there were fifty-eight to 
sixty years between these two events. Others 
hold that one followed the other closely. 

2. Ezra 7: ro. 

3. There are several letters from monarch 
to underlings, and vice versa, included here, 
quoted exactly, and hence of great historic 
interest. 





. “. . . unto Ezra the priest, a scribe 
of the law of the God of heaven, perfect 
peace,” and so forth. 


5. There are repeated phrases of faith in 
the “God of heaven,” a good decree of un- 
derstanding of his attributes, and princely 
gifts for his house of worship, — all indicat- 
ing, at least, a deep respect for the faith of 
their captive people, the Hebrews. 


6. Faith and courage. 

7. Their fasting. 

8. See Daniel 10 and Ephesians 6: 12. 
9. Ezra 8: 24-30. 

10. Zechariah 4: 6. 


11. He “had set his heart to seek tne law 
of Jehovah, and to do it” (Ezra 7: 10). 


12. Four times. Give God the glory. 
| ye 


| 


A New Preparatory 
Bible School Course 


EGINNING in September, the Na- 
tional Bible Institute, 340 West Fifty- 
fifth Street, New York City, of which 
Don O. Shelton, LL.D., is President, 
will conduct a new department to meet 
the need of those who have not completed 
their high school training. For several 
years the Institute has been confronted 
with an ever increasing problem of meet- 
ing the needs of students who have not 
had high school advantages, and yet de- 
sire to train for Christian work. Main- 
taining a high standard of scholarship in 
the classroom, it was found impracticable 
to have classes of students with mixed | 
educational advantages in its regular | 
courses of study. However, many ear- 
nest and sincere young people, who have 
had to discontinue their high school 
studies Some time before graduation be- 
cause of home or financial obligations, 
and who feel in after years a definite call 
to serve the-Christian Church in home or 
foreign field, have applied for entrance at 
the Institute. It has been found from 
experience that many of these students, 
after passing through years of adversity 
and personal sacrifice, often prove the 
most effective workers in both practical 
-and spiritual fields. 
The Institute’s new Preparatory Course | 
will no doubt interest large numbers of | 
young people desiring to receive a thor- | 








‘| ough preparation for Christian service. ' 


{ 


Students in this department will have all | 
the advantages of .regular students and 
will profit greatly hy the wholesome spir- | 
itual atmosphere of the school, while qual- | 
ifying for entrance to the regular Institute 
courses. 

The regular Resident-Day School pro- 
vides five courses planned to meet the 
need of those preparing for different 
branches of Christian service. These | 
courses are as follows: the Three-Year | 
Theological Course; the Three-Year 
Christian Education Course; the Three- 














One-Year 
Course for those who have alteady: been 
graduated from collége, seminary, or an 
approved Bible school, or are undé 
pointment for missionary. work; and the 
Two-Year Gospel Music Course. 
classes in these courses are taught accord- 
ing to the best pedagogical principles and 
are of college standing. Students gradu- 
ating from these courses are eligiblé for 
advanced credit toward: dégrees. 
men graduates are accepted! on equal 
standing as those graduating from denom- 
inational schools. 


denominational 


graduates now on the foreign field are 
working under: forty-three different mis- 


| course, we shall be busy watching it come 


Christian Service Medical: 


r ap 
The 


Young 


The National Bible Institute is inter- 
and’ -nonsectarian. Its 


sionary boards. Financially the Institute 
depends upon the gifts of Christian 
stewards who. désire to support the In- 
siitute’s work of proclaiming the fimda- 


mental Gospel truths concerning’ salva- |: 


tion, and the preparing of young lives 
dedicated to Christ, to be eventually sent 
unto the uttermost: parts of the earth. No 
tuition is charged in-any  ofi the courses, 
and room and board.rates are exception- 
ally low. Opportunities. are also -offered 
those needing financial aid‘ through stu- 
dent work scholarships. 

Thus the way is‘ new open, in the heart 
of a great city, for. all: those desiring a 
thorough preparation for: Christian . work- 
to. secure thorough training at the Na- 
tional Bible Institute. 

In-addition to its high educational :stan- 
dards, the Institute seeks, through prayer ° 
and its extensive daily- evangelistic meet- 
ings, to foster in the heart’ of: every. stu- 
dent an intensive evangelistic spirit: At 
the heart of its educational’ and. peda- 
gogical methods is the Institute’s Bible 
motto, 2 Timothy 4:2: “Preach. the 


Word; be urgent: in season, out: of! sea- | 


son; reprove, rebuke; exhort, with all 
longsuffering and teaching.” 





Children: at Home 








Jolly Dolly at the Seashore 
By Maud Wilcox Niedermeyer 


VI. Jory Dotty Goes FisHinc 
(Conclusion of the. fishing trip) 


OND] HY doesn't it rain?” asked: Jolly 

Dolly, peering out from-her: cozy 
spot between Mother and Father under 
the half-turned-over: rowboat. 

“Yes, after making a fine shelter like 
this I really want it’ to rain,” said. Sister 
Beatrice. “It isn’t even drizzling.” 

“We might play a. game,” suggested 
Mother, “until it does rain. Then, of 


down. But, dear me, where did we put 
the lunch. basket?” 

“Why, we forgot all about it!” ex- 
claimed Auntie Flo. “I think: it is back 
of the boat. Dear, dear, and the tide 
is rising. It may get washed away. Some 
one rescue it, quickly!” 


Father crawléd out of.the sheiter on- 


his hands and’ knees; and. would you. be- 
lieve it, it started right’ in then .and ‘there 
to rain! Yes, sireel!’ But Father kept 
right on going: 
“Hurry, hurry,” called Jolly. Dolly, as 
8 disappeared: around the bow of. the 
at 


Father did’ hurry: He came back: al- | 


— at once, shoving the basket ahead‘of 
im. 

“You'll have to squeeze up closer, if 
we're to keep the lunch dry,” he said. 
“It’s. beginning to. rain hard.” 

Jolly Dolly cuddled up to Mother, and 
Mother snuggled up to- Auntie Flo, and 
Auntie Flo huddled ‘up.to Sister Beatrice. 
But the lunch basket ‘took up all the extra 
space. What was Father to do? 

“At least, get your head in out of the 
rain,’ said Mother. “Your feet are wet, 
anyway.” 

“But the rain-may wash all the salt 
water out,” said Jolly Dolly. anxiously. 
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head on top of the lunch basket. But, 
dear me, there were the fish right on 


‘top! 


“Throw them away, do,” said Mother, 
in alarm. “We shall never get rid of 
that fishy smell.” 

“Don’t throw out mine, please,” pleaded 
Sister Beatrice. “It’s the first fish I ever 
caught.” 

“Nor mine,” said Auntie Flo. ‘Here, 
lay them on the sand. My, how hard it 


is raining! Somehow we don’t seem to 
be sheltered much. I can feel it on my 
face.” 


“It’s the wind blowing under the boat,” 
said. Mother. “Now. who would have 
guessed: that’ the wind would blow right 
in our direction?” 

“IT suppose the thing to do is to get out 
and turn the boat around. the other way,” 
said Father. » - 
“No, no, pléase sit still. I’m sure the 
wind will stop in a minute,” said Auntie 
Flo. 

So everybody sat still while the wind 
‘land rain blew im upon them. Jolly Dolly 
‘could feel it on her stockings. It was 
a tice warm rain. She peeked out from 
under Mother’s arms. Father’s long body 
was stretched full length, while the rain- 
drops pelted him thick and fast. 

Auntie Filo shifted uneasily. “My 
dress is soaking wet,” she said, trying to 
spread it out, but that only made matters 
worse, 

The wind blew the rain under the row- 
boat in great gusts. 

“This is just like Robinson Crusoe on 
his island,” said Sister Beatrice. “I don’t 
care how wet I get.” 

“Nor I,” agreed Jolly Dolly with a 
chuckle. “I think it’s fun. I can feel 
the rain on my face.” 

“Can. you see the water, Jolly Dolly,” 
asked Mother. “Well, then watch the 
little rain ships. When a drop strikes 
‘the water, it makes the mast.” 

“I see, I see!” exclaimed Jolly Dolly. 
“There are hundreds of rain ships! How 
pretty !” 

. “I’m so hungry,” said Sister Beatrice. 
“Don’t you. suppose we could start eat- 
ing the lunch?” —~ 

' “Of course, if you are really hungry it 
would: be better to eat,” said Mother. 
“Father is nearest’ the basket. Perhaps 
he will unpack: it.”. 

So Father pronned himself up on his 
elbow, took the lid off the basket, and 
got out the sandwiches. It was well that 
each one was wrapped in. oiled paper, or 
they would have been very soggy. At 
that, Auntie Flo held the paper protect- 
ingly about her sandwich as she ate it. 
Things somehow do taste better under 
difficulties. Anyway, that’s how the 
Dolly. family thought about it. 

The rain continued to blow in on them 
until the very last crumb was gone. 
Then it stopped suddenly, and in another 
minute the sun was shining. 

Father crawled out first. That was 
‘easy, because it was only his head that 
had been under the rowboat anyway. Of 
‘course, he was the wettest of all. Auntie 
Flo was sure she was next, because she 
could wring out her skirt. But Sister Bea- 
trice’s hair. was actually plastered around 
ther neck, and Jolly Dolly herself was a 
‘sorry sight: 

Father took the frame out with which 
the boat had been propped up, and let 
ithe boat down gently: Then they all 
pushed and shoved and finally got it back 
into the water. 

“All aboard!” shouted. Father; 

It didnt matter now how wet they 
were, so they waded in and climbed 
aboard. It was fun drying out as they 
rowed homeward. And when they reached 
their. own. shore, Mother said she felt 
fairly respectable again. 

“The fish!” exclaimed Auntie Flo. “We 
forgot the fish!” 

“I: have mine,” said Jolly Dolly, hold4 
ing up the turtle. 

Back on their own beach everybody 
sighed with relief. Jolly Dolly ran as 
fast as ever she could, holding the turtle 
carefully by his house. 

“Glad.to see you back safely,” called 
Miss ‘THhomas, the store lady, from her 





“And then Father might catch cold.” 
“T'll risk: it; Jolly Dotty,” said: Father, 


Year Missionary Medical Course; the | sprawling out on the sand and putting his ° 


front porch, 
“It’s nice to get home,” said Jolly 
Dolly. She really wanted to stop and 
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show the store lady the turtle. But no, 
she must hurry 'on to next-door-Kitty’s. 

“Hold on there, Jolly Dolly, what have 
you?” shouted Mr. Jenkin. E 

“It’s a turtle for next-door-Kitty,” said 
Jolly Dolly. “I can’t stop now, but we'll 
be over. Good-by.” : 

Hurry, scurry went Jolly Dolly’s san- 
daled feet, kicking up the sand. 

“Look, look,” she said, as next-door- 
Kitty came racing to meet her. , ats 
a turtle, and I brought it for you. 

“Oh, Jolly Dolly, how lovely!” Next- 
door-Kitty clapped her hands and danced 
about. 


’ 


“Take him, take him,” said Jolly Dolly. ' 


“I’m ’most afraid.” 

“He won't hurt you. 
all the way home.” 

Next-door-Kitty took hold of the hard 
shell gingerly. “I do love him, Jolly 
Dolly,” she said. , 

“And now we'll have lots of fun feeding 
him and taking him in the shallow pools 
to bathe at low tide,” said Jolly Dolly. 

“I. think that the nicest part is that 
you brought me something,” said next- 
door-Kitty, which Jolly Dolly thought 
was a queer thing to say when she had 
been thinking about her every minute. 


PertH Amboy, N. J. 


I’ve carried him 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sept. 15. Putting God in the Budgét. 2 Cor. 
9 : 6-8; 1 Cor, 6: 20. 

Sept. 22. Our Part in Making a’ Better 
World. Matt. 6:10; 28:19, 20. 

Sept. 29. How Can the Young People’s Or- 
ganizations in Our Church Work To- 
gether? 1 Cor. 3: 4-9; Rom, 12: 10-12. 

Oct. 6. Ideals Worth Living for.. Phil. 3 : 7-14; 
4:8; Gal. 5:22, 23. (Consecration meet- 
ing.) 





Sunday, September 8 


What Does Our Church Ask of Us? 
(Rom. 12 : 4-8) 





Mon.—Attendance (Heb. 10 : 24, 25). 
Tues.—Faithfulness (3 John 5). 
Wed.—Support (Gal. 6 : 6). 
Thurs.—Voluntary service (Rom. 12: 6- 


13). 
Fri.—A Christ-like life (Col. 3 : 1-3). 
Sat.—Evangelistic zeal (2 Tim. 4:1, 2). 











How can we serve our church? 
Why should the church ask anything of us? 
What have we to give to the church? 


we ANY will say, ‘I can find God 

without the help of the Bible, or 
church, or minister.’ Very well. Do so 
if you can. The ferry company would 
feel no jealousy of a man who should pre- 
fer to swim to New York. Let him do 
it if he is able, and we will talk about it 
on the other shore; but probably trying 
to swim would be the thing that would 
bring him quickest to the boat. So God 
would have no jealousy of a man’s going 
to Heaven without the aid of the Bible, 
or church, or minister; but let him try 
to do so, and it will be the surest way to 
bring him back to them for assistance.”— 
Henry Ward Beecher. 


The opening verse of our Scripture les- 
son points outa vital relationship between 
Christians, — that similar to the relation- 
ship between members of the same-physi- 
cal body. This analogy is mentioned a 
number of times in Paul’s Epistles and 
always refers to the relationship between 
those who have definitely accepted the 
Lord Jesus Christ as their Saviour. Ob- 
serving Christians, however, will realize 
that in applying the same analogy to the 
denominational churches, one runs into 
difficulty, for the term “church member” 
does not necessarily mean today that’ the 
bearer has definitely accepted the Lord 
Jesus Christ.- Nevertheless, it is. still 
blessedly true that in many denomina- 
tional churches a large number are sin- 
cere, earnest Christians, trusting in the 
shed blood of Christ, and it is possible 
therefore to carry out the analogy in a 
measure, recognizing of course that it 


i 
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cannot be universally applied to every 
church member.' ‘ 


of members of the physical body, what 
great principle should ‘control their rela- 
tionship? Is it not the principle of co- 
ordination and co-operation? Paul de- 
velops this principle at length in 1 
Corinthians 12 by showing that each 
member of the body is of equal importance 
and is dependent upon and necessary to 
the other members. What, then, is the 
secret of securing this same co-operation 
and co-ordination in the church? May 
we not carry the analogy farther by say- 
ing that the secret lies in acknowledging 
and obeying the head from which all the 
directions and control of the body must 
come? Just as there cannot be co-opera- 
tion and unity in a body minus its head, 
so in the church there cannot be perfect 
harmony ‘and unison of ‘purpose and 
thought without “holding the Head” (Col. 
2:10), who of course is the Lord Jesus 
Christ himself. 
we 


We hear a great deal these days of 
what the church ought to do for its young 
people, and this is indeed a subject that 
we need to consider and think about. 
But perhaps we need equally as great an 
emphasis upon what the young people 
ought to do for the church. Our Scrip- 
ture lesson points out some of these 
things, but strange to say, we often think of 
them as applying only to older or mature 
Christians rather than to young folks. 

A young man was being questioned by 
his pastor regarding his work for Christ 
in the church. He intimated that hé was 
just a beginner and that he was waiting 
until he had gotten a little farther along 
in the Christian life before taking up any 
definite service. His minister asked him 
how soon a candle began to burn after it 
was lighted. He’ was compelled to say of 
course, “At once,”.and then he saw the ap- 
plication of the question and the minister 
hoped he would. 

The time to begin to work for Christ 
and the church is just as soon as we be- 
come members of his body through ac- 
cepting him as our personal Saviour. 

Perhaps another hindrance to definite 
Christian service is a feeling we some- 


ate 


Thinking, then, of Christians in terms | 





times have that, because we cannot do this 
or that particular kind of work, there is 
no place of service for us. Our lesson 
makes it plain that God gives to each 
Christian a specific gift or gifts that may 
differ from others. All cannot be Bible 
teachers, or Sunday-school superintend- 
ents, or presidents of young people’s 
societies, just as all are not gifted with 
the ability to visit and cheer the sick and 
suffering. But-we may be assured that 
God will open the door for the use of 
whatever gift he has given to us, if we 
will trust him to do it. 
ve 

It is a good thing to gain inspiration 
from the work that others are doing pro- 
vided we do not let ourselves become 
envious of them or discouraged with our 
own effofts, and provided we do not per- 
mit their larger field of service to make 
us dissatisfied in our smaller one. One 
great difficulty in all churches today is 
that of finding men and women who are 
willing to do the little commonplace 
things that never bring them into the 
limelight. It takes real courage and per- 
severance to do such tasks faithfully and 
well, day in and day out, year in and year 
out, and yet never hear our name men- 
tioned in‘praise, or find it printed in the 
church: bulletin. Yet it is this kind of 
work that the Lord Jesus Christ expects 
us to do when the occasion arises. Only 
as we learn to do all to his glory rather 
than for the praise or admiration of men 
can we comfortably serve in such lowly 
positions. Think what it would mean to 
your pastor to have a group of his young 
people come to him and offer themselves 
for just such work and then to stick faith- 
fully to whatever task he gave them. 

Shall we not then ask God to show us 
that-true humility of spirit that in hon®# 
prefers one another and for love of him 
does faithfully and well even the little 
and unseen things? 

ye 


What service am I rendering to my 
church? 


Am I willing to do the seemingly unim- 
portant things ? 


Can God trust me with larger responsi- 
bility ? 


PHILADELPHIA, 
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Bureau of Sunday School Information 
All questions are to be sent to the Ways of Working Editor 


By Charles A. Oliver, Mrs. A.W. Karnell, and Mrs. E.W. Sudlow 














Teacher-Training Questions 
Discussed by Charles A. Oliver 


. Teacher-Training Superintendent of the 
Pennsylvania State Sabbath School 
Association 


The grades for the first examination of my 
training class came last week, and on Sun- 
day I read the marks to the class. After 
Sunday-school one of the girls told me she 
was so ashamed of the low mark she re- 
ceived, seventy-éight, that she thought she 
would drop the studies. What shall I do? 


WOULD announce to the class that 

hereafter, you will not make public any 
grades received in examinations. Say 
that you will inform each student of her 
mark, and that no one shall know the 
mark received by the other unless the 
student herself shall want to tell it. 

Encourage the student that received the 
low mark. Assure her that many students 
fall below the passing grade of seventy 
percent and that often circumstances pre- 
vent the most faithful students from do- 
ing their best. Let her see by your words 
and actions that you feel sure she will 
make a better grade the next time. 

Ours is a rural school. We are in great 
need of competent teachers. We have heard 
much about teacher-training in the cities 
where they can have schools of religious edu- 
cation with an-array of able teachers. We 
rare far. from any schools or colleges and out 
in the country. Can we have teacher-train- 
ing here and get real results? 


¥.=s we know of many successful 
teacher-training classes out in the 
country. The teacher of the: training 
classes in a country school sent us a letter 








yesterday saying, “I have a wonderful 


class this year. This is our fifth class to 
graduate since 1913. We now have 42 
graduates in our school of 130 members. 
Teacher-training has done a wonderful 
thing for our school. It has transformed 
our little rural school into a big little 
school.” This school uses one of the 
elementary textbooks. 

For information regarding textbooks 
and plans write to your county,.or State 
Sunday-school officers or to your denomi- 
national Sunday-school board. Read the 
textbook carefully to make sure that it 
offers the course of study your class 
should follow. 


Home Department Questions 
Discussed by Mrs. A.W. Karnell 


Former Chairman of the Home Department 
Committee of the International Sunday School 
Association 

How do you get new members? Our de- 
partment seems to stay at the same figures 
year after year, and yet our school grows 
larger every year. 


F YOUR community and Sunday-school 

are growing, your department should 
also grow. A good system is to get the 
names of all the parents and adult rela- 
tives of the children and young people 
in your Sunday-school, who are not in 
any way identified with the Sunday- 
school, every three months. Divide these 
names between your Visitors at. your 
Council meeting, and keep such a can- 
vass going continuously:. Your part in 


the school will be to visit each depart- 
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ment and speak to the children and young 
people about the adults in the home and 
urge them to talk up the Home Depart- 
ment, so that when the Visitors come, the 
Sunday-school information has preceded 
them. Try in every possible way to keep 
the Home Department before the Sunday- 
school.» Ask that the department be re- 
membered in prayer every Sunday. Have 
special notices of interest given from the 
desk. Get a wall membership roll and 
hang it in the Sunday-school. Make it 
a live issue, and you know anything alive 
must grow. 3 





Does the pastor appoint the Visitors? I 
had a Visitor move away and the pastor 
brought a lady over to me in church and 
said, “Here is your new Visitor.” I did not 
know what to say, and I could not very well 
tell her that I did not want her. Yet I had 
another in mind that in my opinion was 
much better fitted for the work. Just what 
is the right way to appoint Visitors? 


F YOU have been duly elected super- 

intendent of the Home Department, the 
pastor has no right to appoint a Visitor 
without first consulting you, and it would 
be wise for you to have a frank talk 
with him, so it will not happen again. 
The Visitors are appointed by the Home- 
Department superintendent after consul- 
tation with the pastor and the Sunday- 
school superintendent and the appointment 
ratified by the Home Department Coun- 
cil at its next meeting. This new Visitor 
is later elected to membership in the 
Sunday School Board.’ My own plan is 
this: As soon as I know there will be 
a vacancy, I begin to pray that God will 
direct me to the right person, and I 
keep On praying until it is clear in my 
mind what the Lord wants. I then go 
and state this fact to the one in mind, 
asking her not to answer me but to talk 
it over with the Lord, and that whatever 
answer she can give him will be satis- 
factory to me. I have never found this 
plan to fail. I certainly could allow no 
one to select my Visitors while I am 
superintendent, : 

ve 


Children’s Division Questions 
Discussed by Mrs. E. W. Sudlow 


Can you suggest an appropriate text to 
serye as a motto for a class of Junior boys? 


6¢EN THE beginning God.”’ This was 

the motto of one group of eleven- 
year-olds. The teacher wanted the mes- 
sage to be burned into the heart and 
consciousness of every one of the group. 
It was repeated each Sunday, and every 
boy was pledged to say it the first thing 
“every morning before getting out of bed. 
The teacher prepared bookmarks for the 
boys that further helped them to remem- 
ber, for they were placed in the Bibles 
at the selection chosen to be read eath 
day. A circle of heavy paper was cut and 
lined to represent the world. On this she 
printed “Genesis 1: 1 — First four words.” 
Through a slit cut in top and bottom was 
run a double-faced satin ribbon of the 
class colors. This made a useful book- 
mark, and was a “silent preacher” of the 
text whenever the boy opened his Bible. 





Can you suggest some simple treatment for 
the ceiling of our Primary room? It looks 
so bare and really spoils the otherwise good 
appearance. The ceiling.is beamed, for we 
have a basement room, and ‘furnace pipes 


further disfigure it. 


LUEBIRDS suspended by © black 

thread from the ceiling so that they 
flutter about with the passing. breeze has 
long been a popular decoration for rooms 
occupied. by children... The birds.are cut 
from heavy blue cardboard. _ A. variation 
is to have lengths of fluted white crepe 
paper fastened to the ceiling: ‘The paper 
is of different lengths: To the end of 
each piece is fastened a bluebird. The 
effect is almost like a*biflowy~bank of 
fleecy clouds dotted with pretty birds. 
Another good idea is to make a: trellis 
of strips of cardboard, fastened at the 
intersections with paper clips. At the 
intersections have a pretty paper flower. 





This may be made low enough to hide the 
pipes, if, the room will stand for that; if 
the ceiling is too low ‘then tnake a box- 
. like cover for each pipe. 
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Subscription Rates 

The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Mexico, Cuba, and. some 
Central and South American countries. 
“These rates include postage. 
* .$2.00—Oneé copy, or any number of 
copies less‘ than: five, $2 each, per year. 
-‘Orle copy, five years, $7.50. : 
*“$1.50—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or m a package to one 
address; $1:50 each, per year. 

CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 
. For Canadian subseriptions add 25 cents 
“for postage to these rates; for foreign sub- 
“scriptions add 56 cents for postage. 

' The paper is not sent to any subscriber 
. beyond the time paid for, except by spe- 

cial request. : 
“Enough eopies of any one issue of the 
‘paper to enable all the teachers of a 

school to examine it will be sent free 
' g@pon application. 


Christian Youth. 


Christian Youth is published weekly 


at the following rates, payable in advance, 
in the United States and Possessions, 


Mexico, Cuba, and some Central and 
South American countries. These rates 
include postage. 

- 75 cents—One copy, or any number 
less than five, 75 cents each, per year. 

52 cents—Five or more copies, in a 
package to one address, 52 cents each, 
per year. 

The Sunday School Times Company 
323-327 N. Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
































Ben now to arrange your affairs 
for that day when you can 
change your horizon. Drop the cur- 
tain on the present and sail for the 
Lands of long ago. 2 


Glorious days at sea, restful nights; 
glamorous days ashore, visiting the 
interesting scenes in port and on the 
shores of the Mi 
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its silent 3 the modern ci 
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thens, the 
Constantinople, with minarets gadowing 
e Besphorus and the Holy 
where we will spend sixteen glorious days. 


Write today for full information, 
SEND THE COUPON 














Simmons Tours 
1328 Broadway, New York City 
Gentlemen: 


Please send-me your descriptive booklet on 
the IDEAL CRUISE. No obligation, of 


course. 


Name 
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With the New Books 











The Proofs of Christ’s Deity. By Har- 
old .E. Gorst. (Morgan and Scott, Lon- 
don, 6 shillings.) “The proofs of the 
deity of Jesus Christ lie within the four 
Gospels. One need look no farther for 
them. Nor is there any halfway of be- 
lief for those who accept the veracity and 
honest purpose of the Evangelists.” With 
these opening words, Mr. Gorst proceeds 
in a clear, courteous, and convincing way 
to show how the words:.and: works of 
Christ’ prove him to be the Son of God. 
In twenty-odd brief chapters; on such ex- 
pressions as, “I .must be about my 
Father’s business,” “I and the Father are 
one,” “I am. with you always,” it is again 
and again made clear how inevitable must 
be the conclusion that either these state- 
ments. from the lips of Christ are not true 
and he consequently a charlatan, or they 
are absolutely true and he is certainly the 
very Son of God. At times the reader 
wishes the author had driven home his 
arguments with greater force and, at 
times, with more. detail. The book is 
free from all bitterness or hardness, and 


‘it. would be difficult to find a volume more 


fitted than this to place in the hands of 
people who, troubled about the great ques- 
tion.of the Person of Christ, have neither 
the inclination nor the ability to work 
slowly through some profounder theolog- 
ical discussion of the matter. 


A Biblical Thoroughfare. By Neville 
Stuart Talbot, M.C., D.D. (Morehouse 
Publishing Co., ‘Milwaukee, Wis., $3.) 
The first page of the first chapter shows 
the author’ “‘ready to die in contesting” 
Dean Burgon’s verbal inspiration “view 
of the Bible.’ Throughout the volume 
he more than makes good his threat! 
Practically every conclusion of destruc- 
tive criticism makes up the warp and 
woof of .Dr. Talbot’s thesis. The book 
is a compilation of the critical findings 
of both Old and New Testament schol- 
ars, with no note of originality apart from 
the popular style into which the author 
has cast the whole. Israel’s religion is 
basically that of a clan cult, the roots 
of her prophecy sinking into second sight 
and fortune-telling. The non-Mosaic 
origin of the “Deuteronomic Code,” “Sec- 
ond Israel” —the work of a nameless au- 
thor, a chronicler. of little historic value, 
a non-Daniel Daniel written in 165 B. C. 
(!) —they are all paraded before us as 
though the claims were trustworthy! As 
with the Old Testament, almost so with 
the New: Logia, Q, and M push the 
rightful authors of the Gospels into the 
background. From thence things are bet- 
ter, since, while critical difficulties are 
constantly brought forward, the spiritual 
message is- rescued’ from among them 
and the Incarnation defended. 

Perhaps this book has value as a popu- 
lar presentation of progressive destruc- 
tive criticism and the extremes to which 
scholars wilt go in adjusting the Bible to 
their own theories. In spite of its criti- 
cal positions, it attempts to set forth 
spiritual truths. But, if believed, it will 
do ‘the reader more harm than good. 


Christianity and Judaism Compare 
Notes. By Harris Franklin Rall, Profes- 
sor of Systematic Theology, Garrett Bib- 
lica] Institute, and Samuel S. Cohon, Pro- 
fessor. of Jewish Theology, Hebrew 
Union College. (The Macmillan Co., New 
York, $2.) “‘The same day Pilate and 
Herod were made friends together.” Only 
liberal Christianity and Reform Judaism 
could produce this volume. It sprang 
out of an exchange of lectureships be- 
tween the schools mentioned on the title 

ge. It is significant that the invitation 
or such exchange came from “the three 
leading Protestant theological schools of 
Chicago.” Possibly Mayor Thompson is 
not the worst product of the Windy City. 

Professor Rall deals with “The Mean- 
ing of Christianity” in four chapters: 
“The Christian Fellowship,” “The Chris- 
tian Conviction,” “The Christian Way,” 
and “The Christian Hope.” This part 
is well written, more easily read than the 
Jewish contribution. The subject is 
treated objectively, with but little state- 


ment of the author’s beliefs. He_ sets 
forth the various forms of Christian 


belief, emphasizing specially. man’s re- 


lation to God and social justice. His 
own “faith” does protrude here and 
there. Not once except in quotation does 
he call Jesus Lord.. Modernism cannot 
call Jesus Lord, for it never submits to 
his authority. Therefore but little of 
Scripture is inspired. While stress is laid 
on man’s relation to God, there is no 
atonement as the way: to union.and fel- 
lowship with him.- There is no ‘uplift- 
ing message for the Jewish students who 
heard these lectures, The author’s Chris- 
tianity comes’ in the last analysis-to much 
the same thing as Reform Judaism, a re- 
ligion of character with perhaps a higher 
insistence on the need of divine aid. 

In. the second half of the book. Pro- 
fessor Cohon answers the question,.‘“What 
is Judaism?” » The chapter titles are, 
“The ‘Nature of Judaism,’ . “Faith. and 
Reason in Judaism,” “Prineiples of Juda- 
ism,” and “Reform. Judaism.” 
is scholarly, with abundant reference to 
authorities, which is’ fine ‘for. students, yet 
reminds one of the old rabbinic style: 
“Rabbi Joseph. said: that’ Rabbi Samuel 
said that: Rabbr: Moses said.” But there 


‘is no dépendence on rabbinical. authority 


except in. stating rabbinical betiefs, for 


liberal Judaism has cast’ off: rabbinism. |' 


It is’ a valuable presentation of: Jewish 


beliefs, forming a good introduction to thie 


The work:|}: 
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study of Judaism. The standpoint of 
Jewish scholarship toward the Bible is 
seen in this: ‘The Bible did not create 
Judaism; Judaism created the Bible.” 

It is altogether a book of the age, 
showing the tendencies of the age to 
liberalism and the mutual recognition of 
religions. It is another unconscious step 
toward preparing the world for final 
union against’ Christ. 


Bible Expositor 
and [luminator 


A Most Comprehensive Quarterly 
Publication 
Following the International Uniform 
Sunday School.Lesson Topics 
Scriptural Expositions and 
Spiritual Mlumination by 
Well-known Bible Teachers 
Prices: Single . 25 ts 
1.00, Twe.or mere cbples reg 4 idee 
cents each; a year, 80 cents each. 


UNION GOSPEL PRESS, Box $80, Cleveland, Ohie 























Don’t Forget Rally Day! 
Send to us for samplese—NOW 1 16 pages 
words and music FREE. 


HALL-MACK CO., 21st & Arch Sts., Phila, 
National Masic Co., 218 S. Wabash, Chicago 
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EurekaLoose Leaf Sunday SchoolRecord 


c ‘|, Revised Edition Arranged by Chas. Reiner, Jr. 
nas A Time Saver for the Busy Secretary 
Hendreds of schools have adopted our loose-leaf sec- 


retary’s record because it gives in compact form the nec- 
essdry inférm ation. - eal vee mth 


market. Can.be used for graded or ungraded schools. It 
takes care of every department,from Beginners’ to Adult. 


Condenses Record and Lessens Labor for the Secretary 

Some of the unique features are the loose-leaf record 
of attendance by. departments; also regular and mis- 
sionary offerings: After the first year you need only pur- 
chase the year’s supply of leaves. g if 


No. 1—Binder and one year's supply of 
No. 2—Binder and one year's supply of 


No. A—Set of 52 leaves for 21 classes... 
No. B—Set of 52 leaves for 50. classes 1.00 


The. most practical record on the 


amp 


PRICES 


je sheet on request. 


leaves :for 24 ‘classes........ $1.50 


leaves for 50 classes...... seenatis eae 


1 -75 
75 





» Price, 15¢ dozen; $1.00 a 100 
Celluloid— Pin Back— 
Actual Size 
_ °. This’ novelty. style 
souvenir will make 
Rally Day a memo- 
rable event, in your 
Church and Sunday. 
School. The design is beautifully. 
lithographediin four:colors on cellu- 
loid; scene of a church amid sum- 
mer foliage with:a striking slogan 
‘‘Rally’Roundon Rally. Day” in white 
letters against a blie background, 
The slogamcan be used:as the theme 
of an inspiring Rally Day. address. 





Rally Day Souvenir Bangle 2 


: Price, 15¢ copy ; $1.50 doz. ; $10.00 a 100 
A beautiful pageant 


5a: especially 





The Pageant of Life 


By-Rev. Louis Randall, D.D. 








by the author. of 
“The Ideal. Home” 
and “ Our Country’s 
Flag.” This is a can- 
die-light service. de- 
picting the journey 
of life represented by 
the four seasons— 
Spring, Summer, 
Autumn and Winter. 
tmg: and 
pantomime effects 
will leave a lasting 
impression on . your 
a e c¢ 2. hha ‘ 


The Pageant of Life 


A CAMOLL.UIGHT SERVICE 
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REV LOUD Ranbals © @ 
—— 
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METHODIST PROTESTANT BOOK CONCERN 
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for any season ofithe 


we 





bristmas or.a New 
Vear’s Eve Service. 














Perfection Class Attendance 
Card (Not Dated) 75:cents 
per 100, postpaid 


The only attendance card provid- 
ing space for complete record: of 
scholar’s work, Printed. on 
White Wedding Bristol'stock (blue 
for teachers). In ordering be sure to 
state the number of: teacher’s cards 
desired. : 





This important day in. the Church and § 
Sunday School Calendar will ‘be observed » 
the first Sunday,in: October. Ate you plan- g 
ning to make this-a Banner.Day ? Our In-§ 
vitation:. Cards, Souvenirs:.and Promotion 8 
Day: helps wilt ‘aid you. Use this coupon 8 
for. 124 page catalég of suggestions for § 
Pastors, Superintendents and‘ a 
Sunday; School’ Workers. 2 

we 
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STOCKTON PRESS 
516 N. Charles St., Baltimore, Md. 


Send.me your 124 page catalog of sug 
gestions for Rally Day. 


NAmMe... 


ADDRESS. . . 


City AND STATE 
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AFRICA INLAND MISSION 


373 Carlton Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y. 





At work in East and Central Africa 30 years. 
Has now 40 stations, 200 missionaries and 


500 African teachers. Literature on request. 


Pray for This Work of Faith 


“BEAUTY 
for ASHES”| 


One of Mr. McConkey’s choicest «messages, 
“(It has @ climax of comfort that will put heart 
and hope into souls that are grieving for some 
tyes one lost for a while from the scenes of 
earth.”’ : * 


~ Sent Entirely Free. 

by voluntary offerings, 

Address: Silver Publishing Society 
Dept. S$. Bessemer Building, Pittsburgh, Pa. 


Potomac Bible College 


Located in the most wonderful capital and 
educational centre in the world, offers 
I. Semin training to the i stude 
that will make him a man ath 6 auaubene in 
our perilous times, 


IL. A Bible institute course i ming classes 
that has been a source of Nlseting to many 











dalla 


Circulation supported 

















in the past. 

ill. A one year of int study which 
wili fit young and old to use God's Word as 
a trowel in one to huild His 


piritual temple and rd i 
Seed to fight His splined battles. ee 


Send for further information to 
DR. A. R. KULDELL, 
1316 Vermont Ave., N. W., Washington, D. C, 


Stony Brook 


é sag Offers boys thorough and sane train- 

| sg ing to develop mind, body and char- 
acter. Successfully prepares for col- 
lege, technical schools, or business. 
Accredited, Small groups and close 
contact with experienced faculty 
make possible individual guidance. 
Christian masters inspire high ideals. 
Carefully supervised athletics. Two 
athletic fields,gymnasium.Swimming 
in Long Island Sound. Six modern 
buildings on 35-acre campus. Two 
hours from New York. Catalog. 


The Headmaster, Box S, STONY BROOK, Long 
island, N. Y. 

















The last lap 











Preachers! Teachers! Students! 


Books, Pamphlets and Tracts\on’ every Biblical 
subject. All Fundamental and both:domesti¢ and 
imported, Also Bible Testaments; and Scripture 
portions in EVERY language. _ Stereopticons for 
sal -—slides rented. Send for big. general catalog. 
Tract catalog and slide catalog separate. All free. 


CENTRAL BIBLE, BOOK AND TRACT DEPOT 
Agents for American Bible Society 
58 W. Adams Avenue Detroit, Mich. 





The General Epistle of James 


By R. E. NEIGHBOUR, D:D. 

‘There are those Christians who have sidetracked this 
little Book because they think it is solely for the Jews. 
in his first chapter, Dr. Neighbour proves clearly that 
this Epistle has a decided message to the whole Church. 
‘Ihe interpretations are sound ‘and sane—an excellent 
commentary on the Book. 268 es. Size 5%x7% 
inches. Cloth binding. Price, 43 » postpaid. 


UNION GOSPEL PRESS, Box 680, Cleveland, Ohio 

















FOR FIFTY YEARS 


Cuticura 
Soap and Ointment 


have afforded the purest, sweetest and most satis- 
factory method of caring for the skin and hair. 














| to him so .unexpectedly. 


. 
( For Family Worship 
\ By Howard A. Banks, Litt:D. 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School ‘Lesson Committee. 


September 2 to 8 
Mon.—Nehemiah 2Z : 1-5. 
Nehemiah’s Sadness and Request. 
God does not usually reveal himself 
to the man on the jump who prays while 
he is on the jump, but there is a place 
for ejaculatory prayer, and it is the man 
who spends: hours on his knees in secret 


1 who knows how to pray quickly in a 


crisis. Nehemiah had been months in 
prayer for the very. opportunity that came 
Even in the 
hurried ‘age in which we live we simply 
must find time to be aloné in communion 
with God and conscious of his presence. 
Emergency prayer is a part of the com- 
mand to “pray without ceasing.” 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
Rev. Charles Ernest Scott of the Amer- 
ican Presbyterian Mission, shat God may 
use him greatly in relieving the terrible 
famine sufferers in China; pray for the 
processions of the “Tao Hwang-ti,” that 
‘ts, “the flee-ers from the famine”; pray 
that God will quickly stop and overrule, 
if it is his will, the civil war in China, 
that the Gospel may have free sway again. 


Tues.—Nehemiah 2 ; 6-11. 
Nehemiah’s Return to Jerusalem. 

Nehemiah is an example of a forward- 
looking man. Are we working for God 
through plans or are we just drifting? 
Nehemiah had made a careful estimate of 
how long it would take him to do what 
was.needed at Jerusalem; he had con- 
sidered the value of letters to the govern- 
ment beyond the river; he had used his 
mechanical engineer genius to figure out 
construction work for wall building ; God, 
through the king, rewarded his foresight 
by supplying the extra guard. 

Prayer SucGcestions: Pray for the 
hundred and fifty-two thousand members 
in French territory and the six thousand 
members in British territory of the Za- 
barma tribe in Africa in the territory of 
the Sudan Interior Mission; for Dr. An- 
drew G. Stirrett, medical missionary, and 
his helpers in that territory, who have the 
salvation of this tribe on their hearts; 
that God will hear their appeal for new 
missionaries to enter this field. There 
have been several converts already as the 
result of these missionaries coming into 
contact with Christian missions near by; 
pray that Ged will dispose French and 
British authorities to allow concessions 
to be established here. 


Wed.—Nehemiah 2 : 12-20. 
. Inspection of the Wall. 
When camping in the Valley of Vir- 
ginia, one of General Stonewall Jackson’s 
subordinates asked about his plans for the 
next day. “Can you keep a secret?” asked 
General Jackson. “Yes,” said the man 
eagerly. “So can I,” slyly remarked the 
great strategist. Nehemiah visited the 
badly wrecked wall by night, probably in 
order to keep gossip from arising by 
both friends inside and enemies outside 
the city. There is such a thing in our 
Christian work as Spirit-directed caution. 
Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
thirty-eight hundred children from two 
hundred and fifty-two rural communities 
in Manitoba, Canada, who have walked 
long distances to the Sunday-schools of 
the Canadian Sunday School Mission, and 
have memorized seventy-five . thousand 
Bible verses; that God may use the Scrip- 
ture laid up in their hearts not only to 
keep them from sinning but to make them 
great soul-winners in their generation; 
pray for all the work of this Mission. 


Thurs.—Nehemiah 4 : 15-23. 
Building under Difficulties. 
Nehemiah found it necessary to add to 
the trowel the spear and the trumpet. In 
our building of the spiritual temple made 
of the souls of men, we must remember 





When answering advertisem Please 
mention The Sunday School Times.” 
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that we are not only builders but fighters 


(Eph, 6). The Christian life is not only ! 
constructive but military, while the trum- | 
pet speaks to us of preaching “the whole 
counsel of God” so that no uncertain 
sound may be given out. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
Evangelical Theological College (Rollin 
T: Chafer, Registrar, Dallas, Tex.) ; for 
the students who went out last spring and 
for the new ones coming in; for the four 
new men who have come into the faculty, 
and for God to enlarge the borders of 
this institution in a day when ministers 
of the Gospel so sorely need to be in- 
structed-in the old historic Christian faith. 


Fri.—Nehemiah 6: 14-19. : . 
Nehemiah’s Unselfishness. 
_ When he first called his chosen peo- 
ple, God forbade usury. Every jubilee 
year all the land reverted to the original 
owners. (Is this a hint as to how the 
reigning Lord Jésus‘ will prevent! acctiinu- 
lation of enormous, wealth into the hands 
of a few during the thousand years’ of 
righteousness?)  Covetousness had grip- | 
some of the richer Jews since the 
return from ‘Babylon, and they were op- 
pressing their brethren with greed. Ne- 
hemiah shamed these usurers into making 
complete restitution, and- his greatest 
weapon was his own uiter unselfishness. 
It was written of -John Wesley after his 
death, “All-he left was two silver spoons 
—and the Methodist Church.” 


Prayer Swtccestions: Pray for the 
blessing of God upon the twenty-five thou- 
sand Bibles and twenty-five thousand New 
Testaments about to be. printed at Lenin-~ 
grad, Russia, by the. All-Russian Chris- 
tiaw Evangelical Union. (156 Fifth Ave., 
New York City) ; for the thirty-five thou- 
sand Bibles and thirty-five thousand New 
Testaments already printed and in circu- 
lation by this agency; for the President, 
Mr. Prokhanoff, now in Germany; for. 
the ninety members. of the graduating 
class of the Bible College of this Mission 
at Leningrad, and for the four thousand 
worshiping groups in Russia. 


Sat.—Nehemiah 6:15 to 7: 4, 

‘The Wall Completed. 

The wall was finished in fifty-two days, 

a short time to do such a great piece o 
work, but that was possible because there 
was a multitude of workers. When it 
was finished, Nehemiah set a guard and 
took precaution to see that the gates were 
to be shut at night. He appointed watch- 
men for the city. In seeking to complete 
the great Scriptural Temple, the stones 
of which are the souls of men, we should 
learn from Nehemiah the ffeed of haste, 
and also to establish -watch-care’ over 
young Christians especially. Agencies 





such as the World Dominion Movement 


(Lesson for September 8) AUGUST 24, 1929 | 


and the Pioneer Mission Agency, seeking 
to get the Gospel to unreached territories, 
nieed to be prayed for in these last days. 
Prayer Suacestions: Pray for the 
Toronto Jewish Mission (Evangelical 
Building, 366 Bay Street, Toronto) ; that 
its work may be greatly blessed in its own 
city and throughout Canada. : 
Sun.—Psalm 85 : 1-7. The Favor of Jehovah. 
This post-captivity Psalm acknowledges 
God’s favor in .the Restoration, and yet 
is conscious. that. the Remnant remains 
under some tokens of Jehovah's displeas- 
ure, It was the result, no doubt, of -the 


| final tendency to idolatry in the marriage 


with the heathen rf sbout. It. is 
blessed that “the blood: of Jesus Christ is 












cleansing us from all sin,” but the grand - 
fact should make ‘us.gareful to appropri- 
‘d on the <ress; 








Russian 
war refi independ- 
ent. through the i 
Commission _0 . f Nations; 
pray for the hundred@*@ma tighty thousand 
still unemployed... m2. 

Our new 
1929-30 
catalogue 
. ‘of church and 
: church school 
’ supplies 


MEIGS ‘conan’ “set 


Christmas Cards 


at forty to fifty per cent. commission. The 
best line of »x Assortment and Personal 
Christmas Cards on the market. 


Write for Details 
ARTISTIC CARD COMPANY 

















Dept. 15 ELMIRA, N. Y. 
SEE 


SUPPORT A NATIVE. 


Trained native workers may be supported . 
on the mission field for from ees to $rs0°a year. 
Nothing deducted from your gifts—z00q to 
the field. 
FOR FULL PARTICULARS WRITE TO 
NATIVE PRBACHER CO., Inc. 
Box S, 251 Fairmount Rd., Ridgewood, N. J. 




















DID 





YOU KNOW 


THAT IN 1890 Dr. C. I. SCOFIELD 


founded a Mission for the evangelization of Central America, and 
| lines which he: believed to be Biblical? This Mission continues to hs 
toward that end. YourChurch, Sunday School, or Bible class ought to 


; | know about this work. Send for free literature and information. 
Sa (Central American Mission, 2712 Holmes St., Dallas, Texas 














Strong faculty. 


134-137 St. Felix Street, - 











EVANGEL UNIVERSITY 


Founded on the Infallible Word of God: 


In the Greater New York Metropolitan District 


Christian College 

Theological Seminary 

School of Gospel Music 

Missionary Medical School 
Co-educational. Low expenses 


L. W. BARNARD, President. H. A. BLACK, Treasurer 


- Brooklyn, New York City 
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